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More than 200 community 
volunteers and leaders attended 
the 44th Annual Nebraska 
Community Improvement Pro-
gram (NCIP) awards banquet in 
South Sioux City.  Communi-
ties were praised for good work 
in promoting and encouraging 
economic and community de-
velopment. The event capped 
the 2007 NCIP Annual Confer-
ence where community volun-
teers learned about how to fur-
ther develop community pro-
jects in their respective towns 
and cities. 

 In 2007, more than 200 
completed projects and pro-
grams were submitted for 
award recognition, and volun-
teers contributed more than 
300,000 hours of in-kind ser-
vices toward these projects. 
Volunteer service, when multi-
plied by an average $11 per 
hour wage, totals more than $3 
million of investment in Ne-
braska.  

NCIP, a pro-
gram of the 
Nebraska De-
partment of 
Economic 
Development 

is sponsored by the following 
investor-owned utilities: North-
ern Natural Gas, Glenwood 
Telephone, Great Plains Com-
munications, Inc., SourceGas, 

Northwestern Public Service, 
and Aquila. These sponsors 
help support the program year-
round and provided plaques 
and cash prizes for the follow-
ing 2007 NCIP award winners 
announced by the Governor: 

Bassett claimed the Otto 
Hoiberg top award for the 
second year in a row.  Judges 
were again impressed with the 
tenacity and determination of 
Bassett volunteers and leaders 
of all ages.  The community 
continues to renovate the his-
toric Bassett Lodge, while 
other projects, such as the 
community garden, were de-
signed to increase youth leader-
ship opportunities.   

The Founders Award, 
which recognizes an out-
standing intergovernmental 
project in Nebraska, went to 
Wahooõs and Colonõs Wa-
ter Project.  The communities 
were honored for their collabo-
ration in supplying the area 
with clean drinking water.  

The Marilyn Ristine 
Leadership Award went to 
Dorothy Symonsbergen 
from Nebraska City.  De-
scribed as the communityõs 
number one fan, Symonsbergen 
has spearheaded NCIP efforts in 
Nebraska City since 1974, 
while serving in a number of 
other capacities at the commu-

nity and state level.  New in 
2007 is the Workforce 
Development Star 
Award, which went to a 
community or region that 
demonstrated creativity and 
determination in recruiting 
and retaining a workforce.  
Dawson County engaged 
numerous entities in its plan 
to retain and attract resi-
dents.  The Gothenburg 
Public School offers oppor-
tunities for youth to learn 
about all that the area has to 
offer and encourages them 
to return to the area follow-
ing college.  Also, various 
job sectors are highlighted 
to emphasize job opportuni-
ties that might otherwise be 
overlooked.  Housing, men-
torships, and educational 
components all play a role 
in Dawson Countyõs efforts.   

The Good Neighbor 
Award was presented to 
the West Point and Beemer 
FFA as nominated by Scrib-
ner. West Point and 
Beemer FFA members have 
donated supplies, time and 
talents to many Scribner 
fundraising efforts in an ef-
fort to build a new sports 
complex.  

For a full listing of award 
winners  visit our website at 
neded.org.   



Be sure to frequent the NCIP web-
site at neded.org!  Updates include 
the 2007 NCIP Conference and 
Banquet pictures, award winners, 
and presentations given by confer-
ence presenters.  Also, newly up-
dated copies of the Foundation Re-
source Directory and the Nebraska 
Resource Directory are now avail-
able online.   

Website Updates 

   Community Development 
Week provides the opportu-
nity for states, localities, 
elected officials and the public 
to understand and recognize 
the benefits to the Community 
Development Block Grants 
(CDBG) program.  CDBG 
funds continue to be cut.  In 
FY 2001,the program received 
$4.406 billion in formula 
funding.  In FY 2006, the 
amount has been reduced to 
$3.71 billion which is where it 
remains.  To prepare for the 
week we challenge you to ask 
yourself the following ques-
tions: 
¶When was the last time 

you briefed your local elected 
officials, community groups, 
banks and businesses on CDBG 
activities in your community? 
¶When was the last time an 

article on CDBG appeared in 
your newspaper?  
¶When was the last time you 

spoke to a member of your Con-
gressional delegation about 
CDBG? 

   Community Development Week 
is March 24-30, 2008.  Again this 
year, Governor Heineman will host 
a proclamation signing and an-
nounce the 2008 Showcase Com-
munity. 
   Communities are encouraged to 
submit applications for the 2008 

Showcase Community Award.  
The judging criteria looks for com-
munities that have demonstrated 
exceptional capacity in the last five 
to ten years to identify community 
development goals and strategies, 
combine local, state, and federal 
resources to achieve those goals, 
and accomplishment of major pro-
jects with positive impacts on the 
community.  Nomination forms 
are available online at: http://
www.neded.org/content/
view/33/160/.   
   For more information contact 
Elizabeth Martin at 402-471-4168 
or email 
ncip2.intern@ded.ne.gov.   

Community Development Week 2008 

Recent discussions on how to in-
crease the sustainability of rural 
Nebraska contains important infor-
mation on how to foster entrepre-
neurship in rural communities.  To 
find out where your community 
support lies, take a look at your 
community entrepreneurship envi-
ronment.  Does your community: 

¶ Understand that entrepreneurs 
are critically important to the fu-
ture of the community? 

¶ Support entrepreneurs when 
they fail and are once again trying a 
new business? 

¶ Support someone who is creat-
ing a new business or expanding an 
existing business? 

¶ Encourage younger persons to 
pursue a career creating and grow-
ing business? 

¶ Invest various resources into 
new ideas? 

¶ Support economic develop-
ment efforts? 

¶ Support having entrepreneu-
rial education in schools? 
 
Often times in communities, indi-
viduals in the same community are 
unaware of the many small-based 
home businesses.  Are farms and 
ranches considered part of your 
business community or does the 
business have to be inside the city?  
The borders need to expand to 
include the surrounding area. 
The following are suggestions to 
support your entrepreneurs: 

¶ Recognize and celebrate peo-
ple who create and grow local 
businesses. 

¶ Develop programs to encour-
age and support entrepreneurs to 
develop and grow. 

¶ Have a micro-lending or a re-
volving loan program. 

¶ Offer business and entrepre-
neurial training. 

¶ Create networking and men-

Tips on Being Entrepreneurially Friendly 
toring opportunities. 

¶ Have access to venture capital 
and/or angel investors. 
 
For more information contact the 
Department of Economic Develop-
ment . 

* A good portion of these points were taken 
from Energizing Entrepreneurs by Markley, 
Macke, and Luther.     

 

http://www.neded.org/content/view/33/160/
http://www.neded.org/content/view/33/160/
http://www.neded.org/content/view/33/160/


NCIP is excited to announce that the 
NCIP Conference and the Nebraska 
Rural Institute will be joining their 
conferences in 2008 for the initial 
Governorõs Conference on Rural De-
velopment.  The conference will fea-
ture workshops, great speakers, local 
tours, and will be followed by the 
NCIP banquet.  This yearõs conference 
and banquet will be held in Kearney at 
the Holiday Inn on November 14. 

2008 Conference 

Nebraska City has had a successful 
NCIP program year, winning three 
special project awards and top over-
all community in its class at the 
NCIP Banquet.  Behind these pro-
jects are many special people includ-
ing, Dorothy Symonsbergen,  
Marilyn Ristine Award winner, and 
Madison Farris, Youth Leadership 
for Outstanding Community Service 
Award winner in class four. 
 
Recently, two coalitions came to-
gether to form a new organization 
that is both proactive and reactive to 
the health and wellness needs of 
Otoe county.  By combining the two 
health coalitions, which primarily 
included the same people on both 
boards, many resources were maxi-
mized.  This new group developed a 
Nebraska City community resource 
directory that identified, gathered, 
and categorized the communityõs 
more than 350 organizations and 
programs. 

Teaming up with other communities 
and resources, the Leading EDGE, 
an e-newsletter, was sent to over 
600 individuals interested in starting 

a business, expanding a business, or 
wanting more education on better 
business practices.  As a result of the 
groupõs activities 
and the newslet-
ter, a six-county 
regional eco-
nomic develop-
ment summit was 
held, drawing 
120 attendees to 
the one day con-
ference.  There 
are now 26 indi-
viduals on a steering committee to 
address the issues of depopulation 
and workforce recruitment with an 
emphasis on positive, proactive ap-
proaches.  Plans are moving forward 
to launch an inventor and entrepre-
neurs club to share ideas, network-
ing opportunities, and provide edu-
cation.   
 
Commercial State Bank recently 
used TIF financing to take down 

three buildings and 
build a new office. 
The bank grew its 
operations from a 
loan production 
office to a full ser-
vice bank.  It now 
employs seven peo-
ple; a creation of 
five jobs.    
 
Finally, the His-
torical Preserva-
tion Society of 

Nebraska City Volunteer Fire De-
partment worked with other entities 
to build a $600,000 museum to 
showcase the equipment and memo-

rabilia associated with the oldest 
fire department in Nebraska.  The 
community also is working to es-

tablish a Southeast Nebraska òMove 
Homeó campaign, and a downtown 
revitalization project.  Great job 
Nebraska City!  We expect many 
more successful stories with your 
current projects! 
 
For more information, 
contact Shawnna Silvius 
at 402-873-4293. 

Nebraska City 

Dorothy Symonsbergen winner of the Marilyn Ristine Award 

with her husband and representatives of the Ristine family.   


