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Proposed HOPWA Amendment to the 2008 Annual Action Plan

The State of Nebraska has become eligible to receive a $306,000 Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) formula grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  The HOPWA program and planned use of HOPWA funds must be incorporated into the State’s Consolidated Plan and the 2008 Annual Action Plan.  As a result, the Nebraska Department of Economic Development is holding a public comment period from April 7, 2008 through May 7, 2008 in an effort to encourage citizen participation and consultation on the State’s proposed use of HOPWA funds.  A public meeting will be held on April 18th at the Nebraska Department of Economic Development from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM in order to receive questions and public comments from attendees.  For more information, please contact Libby Elder, or visit http://www.neded.org/content/view/736/345/.   

The HOPWA Program will be administered by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.  The proposed use of HOPWA funds, as it will be incorporated into the Proposed 2008 Annual Action Plan, is as follows:  

Addition to Section 2-3

2008 Allocation 

	HOPWA

	Distribution
	$296,8209
(97%)

	State Admin &

Operations
	$9,180

(3%)

	Technical

Assistance
	

	Total 2008 Allocation

	$306,000


9Includes an estimated $18,830 in administrative expenses to Nebraska AIDS Project (Project Sponsor)  
Addition to Section 2-18

MONITORING STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES


HUD Programs

The DHHS HOPWA Program conducts desk monitoring of the Project Sponsor on an ongoing basis.  On-site monitoring of financials, internal controls and client charts occurs every two years, or more frequently, if desk monitoring presents cause for interim on-site monitoring.
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Actions for the 2008 Program Year
In 2008, the State of Nebraska qualified to receive a $306,000 Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) formula grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  Nebraska is undertaking efforts to encourage citizen participation and consultation in order to develop a HOPWA program plan and to appropriately address the needs of persons with HIV/AIDS and their families.  The HOPWA grant will be used throughout the state to address supportive housing needs of low-income persons with HIV/AIDS and their families, many of whom are homeless or at imminent risk of becoming homeless.  
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	Strategy 1: Provide needed services and appropriate shelter and/or housing to people who are homeless and/or at imminent risk of becoming homeless.

	Objective #1: Maintain efforts to prevent individuals and families from becoming homeless by:
	Performance Measurements

	· Increasing housing assistance and related supportive services to low income persons living with HIV/AIDS and their families.  Through the provision of supportive services, the HOPWA Program will enable low income persons with HIV/AIDS to achieve stability in housing, reduce risks of homelessness and increase access to health care.  Supportive services include a medical case management component with a focus on self-sufficiency.


	· HOPWA funds will be distributed to serve homeless and near homeless persons living with HIV/AIDS and their families.  An estimated 25 households will be served with emergency rental/mortgage assistance; 20 households with tenant-based rental assistance; 10 households with permanent housing placement; 70 households with supportive services; and 40 households with housing information services. Meeting HOPWA’s performance goal of 80% of HOPWA clients maintaining housing stability, avoiding homelessness, and accessing care each year will assist in determining program’s success in achieving desired outcomes.  
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Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) Program 

The Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) program was authorized by the AIDS Housing Opportunity Act, and revised under the Housing and Community Development Act of 1992, to provide States and localities with the resources and incentives to devise and implement long-term comprehensive strategies for meeting the housing needs of low-income persons with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) and related diseases, and their families. Activities of primary importance are providing housing and services that assist this population to obtain and maintain affordable housing where they can maintain complex medication regimens and address HIV/AIDS related problems.  Funds are appropriated annually by Congress to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for administration of this program. HOPWA funds are then awarded by formula to eligible States and Eligible Metropolitan Statistical Areas (EMSAs) that meet the minimum number of cumulative AIDS cases. 

The State of Nebraska receives a HOPWA formula grant, administered by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).  Thereby, DHHS will grant these HOPWA funds to eligible project sponsors (that operate outside the state’s EMSAs) following an application process. These project sponsors administer housing and supportive services locally, providing assistance to persons with HIV/AIDS and families and supporting HUD’s HOPWA program goals.

The State of Nebraska receives a HOPWA formula grant that is administered by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).  DHHS grants these HOPWA funds to the Nebraska AIDS Project (NAP) who serves as project sponsor with offices located in Omaha, Lincoln, Kearney, Norfolk and Scottsbluff.   NAP is the only AIDS Service Organization in Nebraska to provide case management services to persons living with HIV disease.  Therefore, grant funds are awarded directly to NAP through the contract deviation process.  

HOPWA activities to be funded under the formula grant include case management services with medical and self-sufficiency components, emergency rental/mortgage assistance, tenant-based rental assistance, permanent housing placement (first/last month’s rent, security deposit and rental application fee), and housing information services. 

Eligibility for HOPWA funded services requires at least one person in the household be infected with the HIV virus and a household income at or below 80% of the area median income. Households with incomes above 80% of the area median income are eligible to receive HOPWA funded housing counseling and referral services.

An estimate of leveraged funds supporting the HOPWA formula grant are outlined by activity in the table below and will directly benefit HOPWA clients assisted under this award.  Leveraged funds comprise of an array of federal, state and local government resources as well as foundations and other private cash resources.  

	HOPWA Funded Activity
	Leveraged Funds

	Tenant-Based Rental Assistance
	$10,800

	Short-Term Rent/Mortgage
	$8,250

	Permanent Housing Placement
	0

	Supportive Services
	$124,800

	Housing Information Services
	$1,000
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2008 Application Acceptance Dates

Nebraska Health and Human Services System



Homeless Services Program & HOPWA Program

	Funding Priority/Category
	Application Closing

	Homeless Services & HOPWA Program
	

	HOPWA
	Open Cycle
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2008 Categorical Distribution

	Priority/Category
	HOPWA

	Section Three: Housing
Affordable Housing Program

· CHDO set-aside

· FY08 ADDI
	

	Section Four: Community Development

· Comprehensive Revitalization

· Public Works

· Water Wastewater

· Planning

· Downtown Revitalization
	

	Section Five: Economic Development

· Economic Development

· Tourism Development
	

	Section Six: Homeless Services

· Homeless Shelter & Services

· Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS
	$296,820



	TOTAL DISTRIBUTION


	$296,820


