Nebraska’s Information Technology Advantages 
Truly right-in-the-middle-of-it-all, Nebraska offers an endless array of advantages that make living, working, and doing business here a wonderful and rewarding experience.

Nebraska has proven to be a strategic location for the information technology (IT) seeking an advantageous business climate.  Enabled by a pro business environment, strong infrastructure, world class workforce, state-wide drive for innovation, and higher education facilities have proved Nebraska as the choice for IT and IT related business.  
The state balances and blends economic opportunity with lifestyle, offers a wide variety of employment opportunities, has minimal commute times, safe communities

and life-long learning prospects, provides variety and accessibility to natural, recreational and lifestyle amenities, boasts exceptional environmental air and water quality.
Business Friendly Environment.  A Nebraska location offers public and private support that leads to cost savings and increased profits.  Nebraska ranks high in a number of areas important to new and expanding businesses. One factor contributing to the state’s high rankings is the new Nebraska Advantage package.
The Nebraska Advantage package is designed to enhance the state’s business climate and make Nebraska a preferred location for starting and growing a business. The Nebraska Advantage package emphasizes capital investment, innovation, the creation of jobs, and provides for the training of workers who accept those jobs. 
 The Nebraska Advantage package benefits businesses with investment credits; wage credits; sales tax refund; customized job training; state and local sales tax exemptions for purchases of manufacturing machinery, equipment, and related services; research and development tax credits; microenterprise tax credits; and inventory tax exemptions.

Many of Nebraska’s largest and most prestigious companies are technology related businesses.  These businesses are a strong testament that Nebraska is the place for IT business.  Some of these companies include: PayPal, HP, First Data Resources, LinkedIn, TD Ameritrade, West Corporation, Qwest, Information Technology Incorporated (ITI), Cabela’s, Aflac, Con Agra Foodds, Pacific Life, Global Crossings, and Netshops.  Additionally, the U.S. Strategic Command (USSTRATCOM) is headquartered in Nebraska.  USSTRATCOM and companies that serve the military operations at Offutt Air Force Base, such as Northrop Grummnan, Lockheed Martin, SAIC, Raytheon, Booze Allen Hamilton and 21st Century Systems, are collectively Nebraska’s largest technology employers.
Entrepreneurs and small entrepreneurs can thrive in Nebraska because workforce, education, business assistance programs, the University of Nebraska’s technology park and business incubators in Lincoln and Omaha, and telecommunications infrastructure for global commerce.

Outsanding Educational System.  Nebraska’s community colleges and 4-year colleges are doing an excellent job of preparing students for their futures in IT.  Nebraska has two world renowned IT programs through the University of Nebraska, The Peter Kiewit Institute and the JD Edwards Program.  
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Wired for Business.  With one of the most advanced, competitive telecommunications environments in the world, Nebraska helps support technology businesses, technology dependent business and, USSTRATCOMM.  The state is rich in dark and lit fiber.  A vast network of multiple local carriers and more than 10 long haul carriers traverse the state along Interstate 80 and other essential transportation corridors in all directions.  Nebraska’s central locality is key to the connections these carriers make in Chicago and Denver, continuing on throughout the U.S. and around the world.
Nebraska has a solid information technology infrastructure.  With advantages in

· Telecom Infrastructure

· Local workforce with strong technical skills

· Location & Airline Service – Short flight to both coasts

· Power Costs

· Land Costs

· Insulation from natural disasters
· Rapid permitting and zoning
· Reduction of Corporate Burden

· Tax Incentives & Job Training

· Quality of life

· Time Zone
Nebraska Data Center Advantages

Ultimately, Nebraska excels in all of the ranking factors for data centers.  Nebraska provides an excellent opportunity for rural, mid-sized, and large communities to attract IT infrastructure and jobs.  With advantages in:
· Power Costs
· Renewable energy opportunities
· Land Costs

· Telecom Infrastructure

· Local workforce with strong technical skills

· Location & Airline Service – Short flight to both coasts

· Insulation from natural disasters

· Reduction of Corporate Burden

· Tax Incentives & Job Training

· Quality of life

· Time Zone
Data Center projects are the fastest growing field in corporate site selection.  A recent study by the firm The Boyd Co., who specializes in corporate site selection, found that Omaha ranks 6th for best cities for data centers.  According to the Boyd study it costs 40% less to run a data center in Nebraska than New York.  Another study by DRT/Campos Research found that over the next 24 months, more than 80% of U.S. companies plan to expand their data centers.   Internet video, corporate disaster recovery and Federal regulations like HIPPAA are major drivers for growth.  Nebraska ranks high in the industries that are driving this growth, financial services and healthcare.  The Bureau of Labor and Statistics shows of the top 30 fastest growing occupations in the U.S., 23 are technology and health care related.  Estimates show the corporate markets for data security alone are expecting spending to grow 18.7 percent in 2007 to $1.5 billion. 
Low-cost, reliable, and abundant electrical power.  A Nebraska location provides access to electric rates for industrial service that are, on average, 42 percent less than the U.S. average, as illustrated in this chart.
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The state’s electrical utilities have under their control an efficient dependable “mix” of generating systems to supply current and projected needs. This mix includes major coal and nuclear-powered generating facilities plus smaller hydro, gas, oil, diesel, and growing wind generation capabilities. A statewide grid system with regional interconnections further contributes to reliability of service and adequacy of supply.

Another reason for Nebraska’s low electrical rates is its unique status as the nation’s only completely public power state. Public power means the primary goal of Nebraska’s electrical utilities is to provide lowcost power rather than increase shareholder profits.

Public power also means Nebraska’s utilities are financed, in part, through the issuance and sale of tax exempt revenue bonds, resulting in lower interest rates on borrowed money.
