
GRANT APPLICATION 
INFORMATION

BUILDING ENTREPRENEURIAL 
COMMUNITIES (BECA)

Application deadline:  noon May 9, 2008



The purpose is to support 
economically depressed rural 
areas of Nebraska in building 
entrepreneurial communities 
through grants that will 
create community capacity.



PLANNING GRANT 
CATEGORY

Available to LIMITED RESOURCE 

AREAS (see application form for list 
of qualifying areas)



Single community or area 
may be applicant for 
planning grant.  

No collaboration required.



May request up to $5,000 to 
establish collaborations and 

develop proposals

NO MATCH REQUIREMENT 
for planning grants



COALITION

GRANT CATEGORY



Requires coalition of local 
governments

and other parties 

Everyone can 
participate
by partnering



Eligible applicants include every 
local government 

(municipalities, counties, 
villages, Native American 
tribes, or school districts)

that are collaborating



REMEMBER:

At least TWO 
local
applicants must
collaborate
on the project



At least ONE of the 
local governments 
must either have
chronic distress:

As indicated byé



1. An unemployment rate which 
exceeds the statewide average 
unemployment rate;

2. A per capita income below the 
statewide average per capita 
income; or



3.  A population 
loss between the 
two most recent 
federal decennial 
censuses



OR

Be designated a
LIMITED RESOURCE AREA

As indicated byé



1. A per capita income below the 
statewide average per capita 
income by at least 20 percent; or

2. A population loss in the previous 
20 years of at least 20 percent



See the grant application for 
lists of counties and 
communities meeting Chronic 
Distress or Limited 
Resource Area criteria



ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

ÅProvide education and technical 
assistance to energize small business 
development and entrepreneurship

ÅProvide technical assistance to 
facilitate small business transfer

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES



ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

ÅBuild community business capacity 
and leadership programs

ÅGenerate opportunities that will 
attract and retain young people and 
families



MORE ACTIVITIES

ÅProvide education 
about philanthropy 
and 
intergenerational 
transfer of wealth, 
and


