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Rural Development Commission Meeting XIV
November 29, 2007  1:00-4:00 P.M.

Farm Bureau Building – Lincoln, Nebraska

Meeting Minutes

Chair John Jordison called the meeting to order with 14 Commissioners present.  The meeting opened with self-introduction of all Commissioners, staff and guests (John Adams, Gary Hamer, Joseph Young, Whitney Bumgarner, Starr Lehl, and Corrinne Pedersen).  

John Jordison pointed out that a copy of the Open Meeting Law was located on the front table for review by anyone attending.

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda and Director’s Report was made by Tim Shafer and seconded by Gayle McClure.  Motion carried with a unanimous roll call voice vote.

Ross Garwood, Legislative Committee Chair, informed the commission of upcoming legislation concerns to be considered.  Those concerns were as follows:
· Consider transferring $250,000 from BECA to a Microenterprise Tourism Development Tax Credit Act.
· LR2CA Tax Increment Financing

· Issues with substandard and blighted designation- is it being properly used?

· Should counties be allowed to have the same authority as cities?

· Should the auditing process be more transparent?

· Is this financing being used as it was intended?

· LB 235 Provide tax incentives to the film industry.

· Consideration of a 25% incentive in distressed counties.

· LB840 Market rate housing would be eligible under the proposed changes, as communities would be eligible to use 30% of their total receipts for housing, LMI or otherwise.  Community marketing, private tourism development and workforce retention and attraction would now be eligible activities.  Additionally, it would remove the $2 million and $3 million caps that metropolitan, primary and first class cities can appropriate from revenues collected from LB 840.  It would also allow communities to administer one account for all loans rather than separate accounts for each loan.  In addition, it will also raise the amount a community can raise from 2/10 of 1% to ½ of 1%.  This bill is being introduced by Senator McDonald.
· Consider changing the Value-Added Grant program requirements to disallow the in-kind match provision.
· Microenterprise tax credits.  Previously, 77% went to farm and ranch families who were just replacing equipment.  The purpose of this tax credit was to grow businesses.  Do we need to rethink how this is done?
· Consider working towards more hunting opportunities in Nebraska.
Motion to approve the Legislative Committee recommendations was made by Ross Garwood and seconded by M.L. Martin.  Discussion took place.
Amended motion was made by Ross Garwood to accept the concept of the Legislative Committee recommendations and seconded by M.L. Martin. The motion carried with a unanimous roll call voice vote.

John Jordison pointed out the proposed revisions to the Operating Guidelines.  The changes are as follows:  page 3 – change the designation “secretary and treasure” at the beginning of paragraph 3 to Two additional members and “secretary and treasurer, respectively “ to members-at-large on the executive committee; page 6 – under number 2, change “Nebraska Health and Human Services System” to Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services; and under number 4 on page 6 – added the words fifteen (15) other members after the words “A minimum of”.   Motion to approve the revised Operating Procedures and Guidelines for the Nebraska Rural Development Commission was made by Gayle McClure and seconded by Ross Garwood.  The motion carried with a unanimous roll call voice vote.

Linda advised that the Senator packets are complete and those commissioners wishing to deliver a packet to their district’s senator were welcome to do so.  Commissioners should notify Sandi if they took a packet so all packets could be accounted for.
BECA Survey results were referenced by Linda.  Those results were previously emailed to each commissioner; however, those who did not print a copy could get a copy from Linda.  Discussion took place.

Gayle McClure was presented with a gift bag containing Nebraska made products for his service as interim vice-chair prior to being elected for the next term. 
The business meeting  was followed by a 2008 focus setting workshop facilitated by John C. Adams, Ph.D.  Four major areas were selected by the commissioners for 2008 including education on the future of renewable energy, promoting tourism and conducting tours of rural Nebraska, promoting telework opportunities, and assembling a compilation of essays and illustrations by Nebraskans about the rural Nebraska of the future.
Business Meeting Adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  Workshop adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

Next RDC meeting is scheduled for January 29, 2007 – Lincoln

Minutes were prepared by Sandi Kaskie, reviewed by Linda Fettig, and are presented on behalf of the executive committee.
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