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NRDP GOES TO WASHINGTON

On March 13
and 14, repre-
. _sentatives of the
~. National Rural
*. Development
~ Partnership met

|

: legislators. Ac-
_ cording to its
mission state-
ment, the Na-
tional Rural De-
velopment Part-
nership acts as a
non-partisan fo-
rum for identifying, discussing, and
acting on issues affecting rural Amer-
ica. The NRDP does not supplant,
duplicate, or compete with any pro-
gram, but rather facilitates coordina-
tion and collaboration among its part-
ners to improve implementation of
rural programs.

ampf, Wisconsin
Chris Marko, Oregon
Linda Fettig, Nebraska
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The National Rural Development
Partnership was authorized in the
2002 Farm Bill and, subsequently,
the various state rural development
councils and commissions became
federally recognized. This authori-
zation enabled some modest fund-
ing to be received by the various
recognized state councils and com-
missions and also encouraged fed-
eral and state agencies to cooper-
ate on rural issues.

Currently, the NRDP is working
with legislators to request reauthori-
zation in the 2007 Farm Bill. This is
important to the Nebraska Rural
Development Commission and our
partners in other states because the
reauthorization will allow our federal
partners to continue to work with us
on projects.
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DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS

How does that saying go?
March will come in like a lion and
go out like a lamb or vice versa?
Well, at the RDC office it came in
like a lion and just kept “roaring”
all month.

As the final round of BECA
applications was being proc-
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essed, more communities called
to ask about funding possible pro-
jects.. We continue to get inquir-
ies about future grant funding and
any new guidelines for both the
BECA and VAA grant programs.
This past month we responded
to 25 calls for technical assistance

Sy
-

or grant information and proc-
essed 11 reimbursement re-
quests.

The office has also been busy
getting ready for our strategic
planning meeting April 24.

Linda
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MEET THE RESOURCES

Some websites to help with writing
skills:
http://thesaurus.reference.com
http://webster.comment.edu
www.quotegarden.com

Other good websites:
www.quickmba.com
www.whatis.com
www.ehow.com

A new Pew Research Center report discusses findings about Generation
Next—people between the ages of 18-25. Key findings indicate these
young people: use technology and the Internet in new ways, make greater
use of tools such as text messaging, are slightly more interested in politics
and national affairs, are comfortable with globalization and are apt to see
the benefits of trends. View the summary or download the full report at
http://people-press.org/reports/display.php3?ReportID=300.

The recently published 2007 Report to the Legislature states that individuals
in 99% of Nebraska counties have received training and/or one-on-one tech-
nical assistance from micro programs in the year ending June 30, 2006.
The report is produced by the Nebraska Department of Economic Develop-
ment in cooperation with the Nebraska Microenterprise Partnership Fund as
part of a unique public/private partnership. The report may be found at
http://assist.neded.org/MicroenterpriseARO7 .pdf

PARTNERS AND PROGRAMS

During March, Linda attended the Gover-
nor's Ag Conference in Kearney, observed at one
of the community presentation sessions for the
New Neighborhoods program, participated in the
Partnership for Rural Nebraska briefing, presented
a session for the Leadership Kearney class, at-
tended the Diplomat’s legislative forum and recep-
tion, spent several days in Washington, D.C. with
the National Rural Development Partnership and
visited with our state senatorial and congressional
staff about the RDC, and participated in the Mid-
Plains Enterprise Advisory Council meeting.

The RDC also continues to be a partici-
pant in the NEVAP committee, the Partnership for
Rural Nebraska board, the GROW advisory com-
mittee, and the Partnership for Rural America board.




LESSONS LEARNED (or to be learned)

The Department of Economic Development recently announced the cities of
Sidney, Ravenna, Holdrege, and Columbus were selected to participate in the $2
million “New Neighborhoods” initiative.

With $1.5 million from the Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Funds and
$500,000 from the Community Development Block grant Economic Development Re-
volving Loan Fund, funding will be available for projects designed to recruit and retain
local workforces through new planned unit development subdivisions, including
mixed use (such as commercial development) and mixed income housing.

The goal of the “New Neighborhoods” Initiative is to develop models for com-
munities lacking necessary components to meet the workforce housing demand
thereby stalling business recruitment and expansion efforts. The Initiative includes
planning, community development and housing components. Projects may be multi-
phased and span several years.

The Economic Development Administration is hosting a series of Regional
Economic Development Roundtable Symposia during 2007. Speakers will in-
clude regional and national leaders from the private and public sectors. Case studies
of successful regional approaches to economic development, a session on innova-
tion and entrepreneurship, and training related to EDA programs will be presented.
Each symposium will offer opportunity for learning, networking and idea-sharing.
While symposiums are offered in many locations, the one scheduled for the Denver
and Chicago Regions is planned for Wednesday, September 26, 2007 in Kansas
City, MO. on the topic of Entrepreneurship. There is no fee but registration is re-
quired. For more information visit http://www.iedconline.org/EDASymposia/
index.html.
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RDC Committees and chairs:

Executive: Edgar Hicks
Legislative: John Jordison

Rural Recognition: Chuck Karpf

Marketing: Tim Shafer

Ease of Financing: Tim Kenny




RDC VISION

The Nebraska Rural Development Commission seeks,
through advocacy and action, to improve the quality of
life in rural Nebraska.

RDC COMMISSIONERS

Edgar Hicks—Acting Chair Robert Gustafson
Gayle McClure—Acting Vice Dan Hoffman

Lance Morgan

Bryce Neidig
Chair Greg Ibach Christine Peterson

Chuck Hassebrook John Jordison Tim Shafer
Richard Baier Chuck Karpf Sandy Scofield
Scot Blehm Tim Kenny Gary Warren
Larry Cooper Senator V. Mc Donald
Ross Garwood M.L. Martin
Mary Gerdes Marilyn Mecham
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2007 COMMISSION MEETINGS:

. APRIL 24 6 Grand Island
Apl" 24—RDC meetlng JUNE 158 Curtis

APR 15-20- Heartland Basic—Kansas City SEPT 198 Holdrege
Apr 26—GROW seminar-Holbrook

Apr 27—Office closed—Arbor Day

May 2-4 —-NEDA conference—Kearney
May 14-17— AEO conference—Kansas City
June 5-8-Energizing Entrepreneurship—
Nebraska City

June 15—RDC meeting

June 16-21—CDS and NRDP conference-
Appleton, Wisconsin

July 19—DED briefing—Bridgeport

Sept 17-19—Rural Institute—Holdrege
Sept 19—RDC meeting

Rural Development Commission

402 East State Farm Rd
PO Box 310
North Platte, NE 69101

308-749-2291 (phone)

308-749-2223 (fax) .
Linda Fettig@ded.ne.gov www.ruralnebraska.info

Sandra.Kaskie@ded.ne.gov
308-535-8018 (phone)
308-535-8019 (fax)



