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DIRECTORôS COMMENTS 

   How does that saying go?  
March will come in like a lion and 
go out like a lamb or vice versa?  
Well, at the RDC office it came in 
like a lion and just kept ñroaringò 
all month.   
   As the final round of BECA 
applications was being proc-
essed, more communities called 
to ask about funding possible pro-
jects..  We continue to get inquir-
ies about future grant funding and 
any new guidelines for both the 
BECA and VAA grant programs. 
   This past month we responded 
to 25 calls for technical assistance 
 
 
 

or grant information and proc-
essed 11 reimbursement re-
quests. 
   The office has also been busy 
getting ready for our strategic 

planning meeting April 24. 
      

 Linda  
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        On March 13 
and 14, repre-
sentatives of the 
National Rural 
Development 
Partnership met 
in Washington, 
D.C. to visit with 
legislators.  Ac-
cording to its 
mission state-
ment, the Na-
tional Rural De-
velopment Part-
nership acts as a 

non-partisan fo-
rum for identifying, discussing, and 
acting on issues affecting rural Amer-
ica.  The NRDP does not supplant, 
duplicate, or compete with any pro-
gram, but rather facilitates coordina-
tion and collaboration among its part-
ners to improve implementation of 
rural programs. 

    The National Rural Development 
Partnership was authorized in the 
2002 Farm Bill and, subsequently, 
the various state rural development 
councils and commissions became 
federally recognized. This authori-
zation enabled some modest fund-
ing to be received by the various 
recognized state councils and com-
missions and also encouraged fed-
eral and state agencies to cooper-
ate on rural issues.  
    Currently,  the NRDP is working 
with legislators to request reauthori-
zation in the 2007 Farm Bill.  This is 
important to the Nebraska Rural 
Development Commission and our 
partners in other states because the 
reauthorization will allow our federal 
partners to continue to work with us 
on projects. 

Kelly Haverkampf, Wisconsin 
Chris Marko, Oregon 
Linda Fettig, Nebraska 


