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 STRATEGIC PLANNING 
   

Director’s Comments 
   

      Commissioners met in Kearney on July 24, 2007, to continue the 
strategic planning process for the future of the Rural Development 
Commission.  Ideas and actions proposed will be posted on the website 
for public input prior to the September 19, 2007, RDC meeting in 
Holdrege.  The Commission will consider the recommendations for 
approval at that time.    

     Highlights of the plan include conducting listening sessions around the 
state to identify concerns; working closely with the Unicameral to increase 
the flow of information about rural programs and issues; and continuing to 
strengthen the commission’s role for Nebraska. 

      The full-day retreat was facilitated by Carla Patterson. 

 
   
 
 
   They say time flies 
when you are having 
fun – well, the staff of 
the RDC must be 
having lots of fun 

because the summer 
months have literally 
flown by. 
    
   This redesigned 
newsletter, combined 
with the soon to be 
completely revised 
website, is part of a 
package of better 
communications about 
the RDC, its members, 
and its advocacy for 
rural Nebraska. 
    
   Inside you will find 
features about our new 
staff, our new office 

space, and plans for 
future meetings.  We 
will try to utilize the 
newsletter to keep in 
touch about upcoming 
opportunities, meetings, 
and trainings. 
    
  If you have information 
you would like to see 
included in our 
newsletter, please feel 
free to contact me.  
    

        Linda Fettig 
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Grant Workshops Held 
   

Grant Programs Update 
   

New Staff 
   

 

        In previous cycles, 
the Building 
Entrepreneurial 
Communities program 
received 34 applications 
requesting $784,149. 
Funding or partial 
funding was awarded to 
29 grants fully 
appropriating the 
original $500,000 
allocated for the 
program.   
     Grant recipients  
from earlier cycles 
include: 

 Bassett and Rock 
County 

 Burwell 

 Butler County and 
David City 

 Cambridge and 
McCook 

 Cheyenne County 

 Laurel, Coleridge, 
Newcastle and 
Wynot 

 Lyons and Bancroft 

 Omaha and Grand 
Island 

 Frontier County and 
Curtis, Maywood, 
Stockville and 
Moorefield 

 Fullerton and Albion 

 Furnas and Harlan 
County 

 Garden County, 
Oshkosh and 
Lewellen 

 Chase and Perkins 
County 

 Holt County 

 Johnson County 

 Knox County 

 Logan Valley 

 Phelps and 
Kearney County 

 Platte and Colfax 
County 

 Scotts Bluff County 

 Sherman County 

 Thayer County 

 Cherry County 

 Valley County 

 Wayne County 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

   Meet Tara Barkmeier, 
the RDC intern.  Tara is 
a student at Mid-Plains 
Community College 
entering her freshman 
year.  She is a recent 
graduate of Gothenburg 
High School where she 
participated in softball 

and basketball, honor 
choir, and other school 
activities.   
   She was an intern for 
Dawson Area 
Development during her 
senior year. 
   

WELCOME, Tara! 

      More than 75 
people took advantage 
of the recent grant 
trainings for the 
upcoming Building 
Entrepreneurial 
Communities Act and 
Value-Added 
Agriculture grant cycles. 
      With the help of 
technology, people 
were able to participate 
from 13 sites around the 
state. 
      The recent 
legislature made 

several important 
revisions to the Building 
Entrepreneurial 
Communities Act 
program including a 
significant change in the 
amount of cash match 
required.  There is also 
a new category for 
limited planning to 
encourage building 
regional coalitions. The 
application deadline is 
Friday, August 24, 
2007.   
 

     The Value-Added 
Agriculture program 
deadline is October 
19, 2007.  Single 
entities are now eligible 
applicants but must 
demonstrate how their 
project could potentially 
increase wealth for 
other Nebraska 
ranchers or farmers.  
 
     For more information 
on the grant programs, 
see our website at 
www.ruralnebraska.info 
 

“”Technology helped 

connect more than 75 

people to the recent 

grant trainings for the 

BECA and VAA 

programs.” 

 

www.ruralnebraska.info 

http://www.ruralnebraska.info/


 

 

RDC “on the move” 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

     

Artistic Touch 
     
           Thanks to the generosity of the very talented Nebraska artist,  
    Virginia Clark, our new RDC office has the “artistic touch”.  Virginia 
    kindly lent us several of her works of art to display in the office.  (Yes, 
    the artwork is for sale so feel free to stop by and see these wonderful 
    samples of her talent.) 
 
          Virginia, a native of North Platte, has received numerous state and 
national awards for her photographs specializing in the beauty of rural Nebraska.  She puts out the 
“welcome mat” in her backyard for wildlife by providing a variety of flowers, trees, and shrubs providing 
food and shelter.  This makes photography easy from her own home although she also travels the 
areas finding unique views and opportunities.     
 
     “Whirring Wings”, a Clark photograph of cedar waxwing birds, 
is part of the Permanent Collection at the Museum of Nebraska 
Art (MONA) in Kearney, NE.                           
 
       The works on display at the  
       Office include “The Peaceful  
       Robin”, “The Seasons”, “North 
       Platte River”, “Milkweed 
       Specialty” and several unnamed 
       selections. 
 

     Thanks, Virginia, for the loan of such wonderful
      examples of the beauty of rural Nebraska.   

       The Commission has a new home!  We are now located on the Mid-Plains Community College 
north campus in North Platte.  We are excited about the partnering that has made this opportunity 
available, and also about our lovely new office quarters.  If you are in the neighborhood, stop by 
Building #10 and say hello. 
      Thank you all for your patience as we worked around disconnected phones and email.  It was 
quite a challenge but hopefully all the bugs have been worked out now. 
     See the back page for our new mailing address.  Our phone, fax, and email stayed the same. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Commission Duties 
   

Value-Added Agriculture 
   

 
 

                                                     
 

 

                                      UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

   August 24 – Building Entrepreneurial Communities grant deadline 
   September 3 – Office closed for Labor Day 
   September 9 – 12 – National Rural Development Partnership meeting in Post Falls, 
        Idaho 
   September 17-19 – Rural Institute in Holdrege 
   September 19 – Rural Development Commission meeting - Holdrege 
   September 25-27 – Nebraska Economic Developer’s Association conference – North 
       Platte 
   October 8 – Office closed for Columbus Day 
   October 19 – Value-Added Ag grant deadline 

 

 

 
Check the RDC website ( www.ruralnebraska.info) 
for the Value-Added Ag grant application.  
Download the form, fill it in on your computer, then 
print and mail the required copies.   Applications 
are due to be received by NOON, Friday, October 
19, 2007. 
 

 

 

                                                                                                       
According to the statutes, the duties of the RDC are: 

 Focus attention on and increase awareness of 

opportunities and needs of rural Nebraska 

 Strengthen community sustainability and growth in rural 

Nebraska through increased community-based wealth 
creation, expanded economic opportunity and improved 

quality of life 

 Stimulate rural development innovation and foster 

information transfer to, from and within rural Nebraska 

 Ensure that rural Nebraskans are afforded the opportunity 
to determine rural Nebraska’s development agenda 

 Foster community-based development initiatives through 
multi-community partnerships  

 
 
Nebraska Rural 
Development Commission 

1101 Halligan Drive #10 
North Platte, NE 69101 
 

Contact Information: 
Linda Fettig 
Phone and Cell: 

308-749-2291 
Fax: 
308-749-2223 

 
North Platte Office 

Phone: 
308-535-8018 
Fax 

308-535-8019 
 
E-mail 

Linda.Fettig@ded.ne.gov 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Your Tagline here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We’re on the Web! 

 
See us at: 
 

 

www.ruralnebraska.info 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ruralnebraska.info/
mailto:Linda.Fettig@ded.ne.gov

