
suggesting new challenges 

for workforce development 

and resident recruitment.  

 This was followed 

by new resident recruit-

ment presentations and a 

panel of local successful 

entrepreneurs.  

 Lt. Governor Rick 

Sheehy closed the Institute 

with a session on collabora-

tion built on relationships 

and assisted by technology.

  

 According to key-

note speaker Jerry Nagel 

from the Northern Great 

Plains, Inc. ñproblem solv-

ing is making something we 

donôt want go away while 

creativity is about making 

something desirable hap-

pen.ò  Almost 100 Nebras-

kans gathered in Holdrege 

in mid -September to con-

centrate on ñcreativityò.   

 This yearôs Insti-

tute was hosted by the Ne-

braska Development Net-

work ðCentral Region and 

focused on Phelps County 

and the surrounding area.  

 Mobile workshops 

featured ñThe Future of 

Water and Eco -Tourismò 

and ñRegional Successesò 

with participants enjoying 

both the scenery and the 

development stories from 

central Nebraska.  

 Other workshops 

included podcasting and 

appreciative inquiry facilita-

tion training.  

 A research team 

from the University of Lin-

coln gave an update titled 

ñRelocation to the Buffalo 

Commonsò putting to rest 

many of the earlier fallacies 

about middle America and 

RURAL INSTITUTE  

Directorôs Comments 

     September brings school buses and 

conferences.  In this issue you will find 

highlights of the Nebraska Rural Devel-

opment Institute and the Partners for 

Rural America conference .   

   The RDC will be holding its first elec-

tronic meeting in early October.  Using 

technology will allow more participation 

and help keep commission costs down.  

Contact the North Platte office if 

you are interested in participat-

ing.   

    If you have information for the 

newsletter, please feel free to 

contact me or any RDC staff 

member.  

                 Linda Fettig       
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 This yearôs annual meeting of the 

Partners for Rural America was held in Post 

Falls, Idaho, September 9 ð11.  The Part-

ners for Rural America is a voluntary na-

tional organization of rural development 

councils and commissions.  Executive direc-

tors and council leaders from the PRA mem-

bership spent two days learning about pro-

grams and successes from other state com-

missions and councils.  

your computer.  The boxes will ex-

pand to allow for more information.   

   Please sign and date the original 

and then make copies as directed.  

   If you have questions about the 

grant application process, feel free 

to contact Linda Fettig at 308 -749 -

2291 or linda.fettig@ded.ne.gov.  

 

   The deadline for the current 

round of the Value -Added Ag 

grant program is NOON  on Fri-

day, October 19.  Applications 

must be RECEIVED by noon, not 

just postmarked.  

   The application form is a 

WORD document that can be 

downloaded, and filled in on  

Partners for Rural America  

Value -Added Agriculture Applications DUE  

Economic Development Certification Communities  

Sioux City.  

   The EDCC program is 

sponsored by the Nebraska 

Diplomats and staffed by 

the Department of Eco-

nomic Development.  

   To qualify communities 

meet criteria set out in the 

application form.  The 

process is ongoing and 

noncompetitive.  It is open 

to communities of all 

populations.  Judging in-

cludes reviewing the or-

ganization, local industry 

target identification, work 

force issues, infrastructure, 

local financing and busi-

ness assistance, building 

and site availability, and 

other parameters.   

   Contact Linda Black, DED 

for more information. 

Linda.Black@ded.ne.gov  

  Four new communities 

have earned the distinction 

of achieving Economic De-

velopment Certification 

status.  

  Cozad, Geneva, Gothen-

burg, and Scottsbluff join 

the growing list that in-

cludes Auburn, Fremont, 

Grand Island, Holdrege, 

Lexington, Nebraska City, 

Norfolk, North Platte,   

Ogallala, Ord and South 

Cozad, 

Geneva, 

Gothenburg 

and Scottsbluff  

earn EDCC 

community 

certification.  
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   Lee Froschheiser, author of Vital Factors: The Se-

cret to Transforming Your Business and Your Life  

was the keynote speaker at the recent PRA confer-

ence.  

    Lee taught school in Nebraska for several years 

before beginning his career in the business world 

where he has served as President and Vice -President 

in several companies.  He is now the Chairman, CEO 

and President of MAP Consulting in California.  MAP 

Consulting has a client base of 13,000 companies 

and over 160,000 executives nationwide.   

   (Notice the ñredò uniforms on his presentation.) 

     

     Robert Wendover from The Center for Genera-

tional Studies presented a seminar on working across 

the ñgenerational divideò at the recent Nebraska Eco-

nomic Developers Association  conference.  For the 

purposes of the Centerôs work, they classify workers 

according to birth years with the Mature (born prior 

to 1946), Baby Boomers (born 1946 -1964), Genera-

tion X (born 1965 -1980), and the Millennials (born 

1981 -1999).   

   His presentation centered on the work and lifestyle 

differences between the various groups.  With work-

force development a growing concern across the 

nation, not just in the Heartland, it becomes im-

portant to understand the work place choices of 

each age segment of the working population.  

   As communities and businesses strive to attract 

new residents and employees, some of the tradi-

tional incentives may be replaced by family leave, 

flex time, and other motivators.  According to the 

Center, younger employees want balance in their 

lives and are increasingly using technology to 

have both a career and a chosen lifestyle.  

Former Nebraskan Shares Insights  

Age Does Matter  

Rural Development Commission Drafts Plan  

missioners set out to draft a stra-

tegic plan that fulfills the mission.  

   A draft copy of the plan is avail-

able from the North Platte office.  

The final plan will be posted on the 

Rural Development Commission 

website www.ruralnebraska.info.  

   Public comment is always appre-

ciated and may be emailed to any 

RDC staff member.  

   Over the past summer, the Rural 

Development Commission devoted 

time to revisiting the mission state-

ment and drafting a strategic plan 

for 2007 -2008.  

   According to the new mission 

statement, ñThe Rural Development 

Commission advocates for effective 

development in rural Nebraska.ò 

   Using that benchmark, the com-

ñFailing to 

plan is 

planning to 

fail.ò 
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North Platte office:  

Phone: 308 - 535 - 8018  

Fax: 308 - 535 - 8019  

 

Staff e - mail:  

Sandi:  

Sandra.Kaskie@ded.ne.gov  

 

Tara:  

RDC.Intern@ded.ne.gov  

COMMISSION DUTIES:  

According to the statutes, the duties of the RDC are:  

¶ Focus attention on and increase awareness of opportunities 

and needs of rural Nebraska  

¶ Strengthen community sustainability and growth in rural Ne-

braska through increased community -based wealth creation, 

expanded economic opportunity and improved quality of life  

¶ Stimulate rural development innovation and foster informa-

tion transfer to, from, and within rural Nebraska  

¶ Ensure that rural Nebraskans are afforded the opportunity to 

determine rural Nebraskaôs development agenda 

¶ Foster community -based development initiatives through 

multi - community partnerships  

 

October 3 ðRural Development Commission meeting  

(electronic meeting available at various sites in state ð

call our North Platte office for locations)  

October 8 ðRDC office closed ðColumbus Day  

October 19 ðPartnership for Rural Nebraska executive        

 committee meeting ðLincoln  

 

October 19 ðVALUE ADDED AG grant 

 deadline (noon ðCDT)  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

The Rural Development Commission advocates for effect development in rural Nebraska  

Weôre on the Web: 

www.ruralnebraska.info  

 

Nebraska Rural                       

Development Commission  

1101 Halligan Drive #10  

North Platte, NE  6910 1 

Linda Fettig  

Executive Director  

Phone and cell:  

308 - 749 - 2291  

E- mail:  

Linda.Fettig@ded.ne.gov  


