
COMMISSION MEETS IN CENTRAL NE 

Director’s Comments 

  The BECA program with the new 

LB609 provisions had increased interest 

in the recent round.   We received 18 

applications requesting more than 

$700,000 while we have $400,000 to 

award.  Watch for the grant announce-

ments later this fall. 

 The Agricultural Innovation and 

Value-Added Ag (VAA) deadline is     

October 3.  Check the  commission 

website (www.ruralnebraska.info) 

for the new VAA application incor-

porating the grant program changes 

and to view the online training. 

    The commission has some 

exciting plans for the near future.  
Stay tuned for more information.

  Linda 
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 Commissioner Ross Garwood and his family 

hosted the RDC and guests interested in economic 

development at their home near Amelia on the eve-

ning of August 18th.   The Commission held its 

quarterly meeting at Calamus Outfitters near Bur-

well on the morning of the 19th. 

 The meeting included a visioning discussion 

on topics for the Commission to consider in 2009.  

Technology issues surfaced as an ongoing concern 

for rural development and plans are underway to 

include information on the topic at the next RDC 

meeting.   Possible legislation and upcoming devel-

opment concerns were also topics of discussion 

with the RDC agreeing to continue to monitor ru-

ral issues. 

 Interested parties are invited to serve on 

Commission committees and help us meet the 

needs of rural Nebraska. 
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 Community Development Assistance Act (CDAA) success stories 
have been added to the Department of Economic Development website at:   

www.neded.org/content/97/227 

 

 Department of Environmental Quality has funds available to help 

communities assess potential Brownfield sites.  Contact Charlene Sunder-
mann for information at Charlene.sundermann@ndeq.state.ne.us  

 

 The Department of Economic Development has a wealth of informa-
tion available for business startups, expansions, and existing business assis-

tance.  Check out www.neded.org 

 

 The Division of Travel and Tourism offers a “how-to” manual detail-
ing some basic guidelines for creating a brochure to sell your area to the traveling public.  The guide can be 

accessed at: http://industry.visitnebraska.org/pdfs/industry/CreatingSuccessfulMarketingBrochure.pdf 

 

 Information to Share 

 Nebraska Career Connections (www.NebraskaCareerConnections.org) is a web-based ca-

reer and education planning tool for students and adults.  It is available at no-cost to all Nebraskans 

thanks to the efforts of FutureForce Nebraska and the State Departments of Education, Labor, and 

Economic Development. 

 
 Last year, there were over 39,000 visits to the site.  The majority of those were middle 

school and high school students who used the site to: 

 Complete professional assessments related to career interests, skill inventories, and 

work place values 

 Match career interests to actual careers in Nebraska 

 Explore careers in the sixteen Federal career clusters 

 Investigate postsecondary opportunities in Nebraska, in preparation for jobs in their 

chosen fields 

 Develop personal learning plans 

 Create portfolios to save assessment results, career search information, personal learn-

ing plans, and resumes 

 
 The site is not just for students.  Adults in Nebraska can also use the site by signing in as an 

adult job seeker gaining access to career assessments, career field searches, and postsecondary 

education options.  In the near future, Nebraska Career Connections will expand features to en-

able Nebraska businesses to promote careers within their organization.  Questions—contact Bob 

Smallfoot (rsmallfoot@southeast.edu). 
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 The first Governor’s Conference on Rural Development will be held November 14, 

2008, at the Kearney Holiday Inn.  The conference will focus on building leadership and com-

munity and economic development capacity in rural Nebraska.  The Nebraska Community Im-

provement Program (NCIP) and the Partnership for Rural Nebraska (PRN) have joined forces 

to create this exciting event by combining two popular conferences on rural issues— the Rural 

Institute and Nebraska Community Improvement Program.  

 The Partnership for Rural  Nebraska is a voluntary association of agencies and entities 

who serve rural Nebraska with the Rural Development Commission director serving as interim 

chair of the PRN.  The PRN has functioned as the Education Committee for this new endeavor, 

helping NCIP Coordinator, Lindsay Papenhausen with conference plans.  It is hoped that com-

bining the conferences will allow more communities and volunteers to participate. 

 The goal of the conference is to create renewable community development efforts with 

a conference theme of “Renewable Nebraska”.  The conference’s five “resource” tracks—

technical, financial, human, natural, and youth—will provide information about renewable com-

munity resources.  Youth may either participate in the track of their interest or participate in 

an all-day youth conference track. 

 Plans include reinstituting the “Connecting Nebraska” awards at the luncheon with the 

annual NCIP Awards Banquet following the day-long conference.  For more conference infor-

mation, contact Lindsay Papenhausen at 402-471-6587 or Lindsay.papenhausen@nebraska.gov.  

For additional information about the Connecting Nebraska awards, contact Linda Fettig at 308-

380-4966 or Linda.fettig@nebraska.gov. 
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COMMISSION DUTIES: 

According to the statutes, the duties of the RDC are: 

 Focus attention on and increase awareness of opportunities 

and needs of rural Nebraska 

 Strengthen community sustainability and growth in rural Ne-

braska through increased community-based wealth creation, 

expanded economic opportunity and improved quality of life 

 Stimulate rural development innovation and foster informa-

tion transfer to, from, and within rural Nebraska 

 Ensure that rural Nebraskans are afforded the opportunity to 

determine rural Nebraskaõs development agenda 

 Foster community-based development initiatives through 

multi-community partnerships 

 

The Rural Development Commission advocates for effective  

development in rural Nebraska. 

September 1 - Labor Day (office closed) 

September 6-11ñPartners for Rural 

 America conferenceñVermont 

September 24-26 NEDA conferenceñ   

 La Vista 

OCTOBER 3 (noonñCDT) 

 VAA APPLICATIONS DUE 

October 13 - office closed 

October 21-23ñTravel Conferenceñ Kearney 

November 4ñElection Day 

November 11ñVeteranõs Day  

November 13ñRDC meetingñKearney 

November 14 -  First Governorõs Conference on Rural Development - 

Kearney 

November 27-28 - office closed 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Weõre on the Web: 

 

www.ruralnebraska.info 
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