
VALUE-ADDED AGRICULTURE GRANT  

Director’s Comments 

  August brings another round for 

BECA applications.  The program contin-

ues to grow and assist regions with their 

educational efforts for existing and start-

up businesses.  The online training and 

the application are available on the RDC 

website.   Also view the website to view 
the online training and access the appli-

cation for the Agricultural Innovation 

and Value-Added Agriculture grant  

program. 

 The RDC welcomes Gayle 

McClure, Tim Shafer, and Edgar 

Hicks for another term as commis-

sioners.  A big “thank you” to retir-

ing commissioners Sandy Scofield, 
Mary Gerdes, and Tim Kenny. 

  Linda 
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     The Agricultural Innovation and Value-Added Agriculture 
program continues to assist Nebraska ranchers and farmers in a 
variety of projects.  The program has been reviewed and signifi-
cant changes will be in effect with the next application cycle. 
 
 Highlights of the changes include: 

 VAA grants used to acquire or lease a building or equip-
ment, require the applicant to match the grant with no 
less than 50% in money and in-kind contributions.  No 
less than half of that shall be monetary. 

 Priority of awards may go to those who match grants 
with money rather than in-kind contributions. 

 Equipment or buildings acquired with grant funds may 
not be sold or removed from the state without prior writ-
ten permission from the Department of Economic Devel-
opment. 

 
Visit our website for the complete application and online training.  
Application deadline is October 3, 2008.  There is $400,000 avail-
able for this round.  
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 Thanks to UNL– Extension for making 
the ñBreezeò program available for our current 
BECA training.  It will be interesting to get the 
viewers report after the application deadline. 
 
 Thanks to UNL—Rural Initiative for 
also making the ñBreezeò program available for 
our current VAA training. 
  
 Both of these online trainings are available 
on our website www.ruralnebraska.info.  

 TRAINING WAS A ôBREEZEõ (again) 

 The first VAA grants were awarded in 2006.  Below is a monetary recap of the 

three existing grant cycles.  The grants required a minimum of 25% match, meaning 

these grants have generated at least $369,697. to match the grant funds reimbursed 

to date. 

Grant 

Date 

# Grants 

Awarded 

Total $ Value 

of Grants 

Awarded 

$ Reim-

bursed  

To Date 

$ Outstanding 

(still in        

progress) 

6/06 22 $754,500. $611,188. $143,312. 

12/06 21 $894,837. $731,025. $163,812. 

1/08 27 $800,000. $136,573. $663,427. 

     

TOTAL 70 $2,449,337. $1,478,786. $970,551. 



ñNew Neighborhoodsò 
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 A program that is sweeping rural Nebraska is the Department of Economic Development’s 

New Neighborhoods.  Current participants are Columbus, Holdrege, and Sidney.  These cities were 

selected to participate in DED’s New Neighborhoods in March 2007.  The goal is to recruit and retain 

local workforces through new planned unit development subdivisions, including mixed income housing 

and mixed uses, such as commercial development.  The New Neighborhood Initiative includes planning, 

community development, and housing components.  Projects may be multi-phased and span several 

years.   The participating communities are in varying stages of their projects which are designed to be 

unique to the needs and resources of each community.   

 Phase II of the New Neighborhood Initiative is currently open with applications emailed no later 

than August 29, 2008.  An additional three communities are anticipated to be selected for Phase II.  Ap-

plicants will be selected according to how closely they fulfill DED’s goals of workforce housing, commu-

nity investment, mixed use, green space requirements, and the probability of successfully achieving the 

ultimate outcome.   

 The Department will commit as much as $1 million to each community in the form of Nebraska 

Affordable Housing Trust Fund and Community Development Block Grant revolving loan funds.  DED 

staff also will work to facilitate local investment and coordinate federal, state, local and private re-

sources to meet the specific needs of each community where certain components of a project don’t 

necessarily meet DED funding guidelines.  Selected communities can use up to $30,000 for pre-

development costs.  

 If your community is interested in this program, contact Bob Doty (bob.doty@nebraska.gov) or 

Lara Huskey (lara.huskey@nebraska.gov). 

 

 

 

Unless you continually work, evolve and innovateé 

You will learn a quick and painful lesson 

From someone who has. 

 

Carl Sanderson 
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Assistant to the Director 
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Fax: 308-535-8019 

 

E-mail: 

Sandra.Kaskie@nebraska.gov 

 

 

 

 

COMMISSION DUTIES: 

According to the statutes, the duties of the RDC are: 

 Focus attention on and increase awareness of opportunities 

and needs of rural Nebraska 

 Strengthen community sustainability and growth in rural Ne-

braska through increased community-based wealth creation, 

expanded economic opportunity and improved quality of life 

 Stimulate rural development innovation and foster informa-

tion transfer to, from, and within rural Nebraska 

 Ensure that rural Nebraskans are afforded the opportunity to 

determine rural Nebraskaõs development agenda 

 Foster community-based development initiatives through 

multi-community partnerships 

 

The Rural Development Commission advocates for effective  

development in rural Nebraska. 

August 15 - (noon CDT) BECA            

     Applications Due 

August 19 - RDC meetingñCalamus Lake 

August 29ñNew Neighborhoods Applica

 tions Due 

September 1 - Labor Day (office closed) 

September 6-11ñPartners for Rural 

 America conferenceñVermont 

September 24-26 NEDA conferenceñ        

 LaVista 

October 3 - (noon CDT) VAA  Applications 

 Due 

October 13 - office closed 

November 4ñElection Day 

November 11ñVeteranõs Day 

November 14 -  First Governorõs Conference on Rural Development - Kearney 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Weõre on the Web: 

 

www.ruralnebraska.info 
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North Platte, NE  69101 
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Phone and cell: 
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E-mail: 
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