
FIRST GOVERNORôS CONFERENCE  
ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT  

Directorôs Comments 

    This newsletter marks the passing 

of another year.  Iõd like to take this op-

portunity to thank all the commissioners 

and committee members for the work 

they do on behalf of rural Nebraska, 

which is strengthened by these efforts. 

 The RDC will begin 2009 with a 
legislative briefing and report on 2008.  

Watch the website in January for a copy 

of the annual report, which will in-

clude updated information about 

the Building Entrepreneurial Com-

munities and the Value-Added Agri-

culture grant programs. 

 2009 promises to be an ex-

citing year with new challenges and 
opportunities.            

  Linda  
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 The first Governorõs Conference on 

Rural Development was held in Kearney on 

November 13 and 14, 2008.  The well-

attended event combined the Rural Institute 

and the Nebraska Community Improvement 

conference and banquet.   

 Highlights of the conference included 

breakout sessions on a variety of topics cen-

tered around resources available to help com-

munities meet their needs. The pre-

conference sessions included community web-

site training and community tours. 

 Connecting Nebraska awardees were 

honored at the luncheon which featured a 

presentation from Matt Deighton of Greens-

burg, Kansas, on the rebuilding of their com-

munity after it was destroyed by a recent tor-

nado.  They are striving to build a green com-

munity and make their public buildings so en-

ergy efficient that they will be òoff the gridó. 

Matt also said that volunteer help is still 

needed and appreciated. 

A variety of sessions offered partici-

pants a choice of learning experiences 

Matt Deighton of Greensburg, Kansas 

shared his communityõs story 



GROW ñTastingò 

Page 2 
RDC Commission  

BECA Recipients Receive Awards  

 GROW Nebraska held a product tasting at the RDC 

office on November 18.  In addition to  food items, there is a 

full line of products available through GROW , including gift 

baskets.  For that perfect gift, be sure to visit their holiday 

stores at Conestoga Mall in Grand Island or Westfield Mall in 

Lincoln.  Their year-

round store is located 

in the Kearney Mall.  

You can check out the 

products at their web-

sites 

www.growneb.com or www.grownebraska.org.  Also 

check out their new website www.grownebraska.org/

natural to see (and purchase) a variety of organic and natu-

ral Nebraska products .   

 Some Building Entrepreneurial Communities Act (BECA) grant recipients received special 

recognition for community and regional efforts at the recent Governorõs Conference on Rural De-

velopment. 

 The prestigious Founderõs Award, which honors an outstanding intergovernmental project, 

was awarded to the school districts of Laurel-Concord, Newcastle, Coleridge, and Wynot.   The 

project focused on developing a òknowledge eraó approach to establishing mentors, apprenticeships, 

and entrepreneurial business partnerships.  This project received a $41,177 BECA grant in 2007. 

 Special Award winner in the Volunteer and Leadership Development category for Class IV 

was the Furnas/Harlan Partnership.  Their Leadership Plenty Class was a portion of their BECA pro-

ject òBuilding the Future of our Areasó.  This project received a $13,000 BECA grant in 2006. 

 Dawson County was recognized in the Class IV Workforce Development category for  

òDAWSONñDemonstrating Aggressive Ways to Sell Our Nebraska.ó  This project focuses on  cre-

ating marketing materials that retain and attract residents,  and received a $39,600 BECA grant in 

2008. 

  

 

  
 The Building Entrepreneurial Communities Act, part of the Nebraska Advantage package, re-

ceives its funding through the Nebraska Department of Economic Development, and is administered 

by the Nebraska Rural Development Commission.  Since BECAõs inception in 2005, the state has in-

vested $1,267,529 and generated an additional cash match of $773,151creating a total investment in 

Nebraska communities exceeding $2,040,680.  This does not include the many hours of in-kind labor 

and use of equipment lent to regional projects. 

  



PARTNERS FOR PROGRESS 

Page 3 Volume 3, Issue 11     

 Collaboration isnõt just something we require of the BECA 

and VAA grant recipients.  The Rural Development Commission 

routinely collaborates with a number of agencies and entities as we 

all strive to improve opportunities for rural Nebraska.  The RDC  

participates in the Partnership for Rural Nebraska and is a member 

of the Nebraska Economic Developers Association, Mid-Plains 

Community College Center for Enterprise Advisory Board,  the 

Partnership for Rural America Executive Board, GROW Nebraska 

Advisory Board, Nebraska Information Technology Commission 

Community Committee, Nebraska Value-Added Partnership (NEVAP), Nebraska Renaissance,, and part-

ners with service providers from a variety of agencies and entities across the state. 

  

Loans for Energy Upgrades  

  
 Nebraskaõs Dollar and Energy Saving Loan 

program provides low interest loans of five percent 

to help homeowners and others ranging from farm 

operations to local government and non-profit 
groups.  Lending institutions across the state and 

the Nebraska Energy Office partner to offer these 

loans, which can be used to make energy saving im-

provements to homes, businesses, farms, or 

ranches. 

 Uses include residential or commercial up-

grading of furnaces, sealing of buildings against air 

leaks, replacing drafty windows, or addingf insula-

tion.  Farms and ranches can lower energy bills by 

upgrading to more efficient equipment for irrigation 

and grain-drying systems.  Non-profit organizations 

and local governments may use the loans to make 

energy improvements to buildings.  Applications are 

available online from www.neo.ne.gov.  

 

   
 A list of qualified projects can be found online at energy@nebraska.gov, or by 

calling 402-471-2867.  It is important to apply for and receive approval of the project  

before work is started. 


