
VAA GRANT RECIPIENT  
HAS RIBBON - CUTTING  

Directorôs Comments 

    The Rural Development Commis-

sion continues to diligently collaborate 

wherever possible.  Our November meeting 

will include a presentation by Paul Collits 

and Gordon Forth from Australia.  They will 

be visiting with several entities in Nebraska 

and South Dakota about a possible joint 

study on rural challenges and success sto-

ries.  Nebraska has enjoyed many visits from 

Australian researchers as they compare our 

rural landscape to their own.  This will 

be an excellent opportunity to get a 

fresh perspective on some of our rural-

challenges.  Paul and Gordon will also 

be attending the Governorõs Confer-

ence on Rural Development while they 

are here.  WelcomeñPaul and 

Gordon! 
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 Lt. Governor Rick Sheehy cut the rib-

bon officially opening the Greenglade Goat 

Dairy near Martell recently.  Diana and Gay-

lord (Corky) McCown received an Agricultural 

Innovation and Value-Added Agriculture grant 

in January of this year to assist with the pur-

chase of cheese-making equipment and the 

construction of an on-farm dairy processing 

facility. 

 Greenglade began as a small goat farm 

in 1978.  It has become an innovator in con-

sumer education on the health and taste bene-

fits of goat cheese and those attending the rib-

bon cutting were treated to samples of a vari-

ety of delicious cheeses.  Prior to constructing 

an on-farm facility, the McCowns rented pro-

duction facility space from the dairy pilot plant 

at the Food Processing Center at the Univer-

sity of NebraskañLincoln. 

 Friends and neighbors gathered to 

celebrate with Diana and Gaylord including 

RDC chair, John Jordison.   



NOT TOO LATE 
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 The first òListen and Learnó session was held 

the evening of October 14, 2008 in Stapleton 

(representing the Old West region.)  Attendees trav-

eled from Thedford, Arnold, Callaway, and Bassett to 

join the Stapleton meeting.  

 A variety of local, state, and federal resources 

participated including the Nebraska Business Develop-

ment Center, Rural Enterprise Assistance Program, 

Sandhills Resource Conservation and Development, 

Nebraska Division of Travel and Tourism, Nebraska 

Community Foundation, GROW Nebraska,  Depart-

ment of Environmental Quality, housing programs, 

USDAð Rural Development, Department of Economic 

Development, and the Rural Development Commis-

sion. 

 The information gathered from the audience 

was shared with all the providers while the highlight of 

the evening was the òmeet and greetó time where re-

source providers were available to visit individually with 

attendees.   

 One person was heard to comment, òwho ever 

knew there were so many resources to help us?ó 

 Watch for the announcement of upcoming ses-

sions in your region of the state. These meetings are 

open to anyone interested in development in their re-

gion. 

First Listen and Learn Session  

 If you havenõt already registered for the Governorõs Conference on Rural Development, it 

is not too late to join in the great learning and sharing experience on November 14, 2008 in Kear-

ney.  The program is centered around resources and has tracks for Human Resources, Technical 

Resources, Financial Resources, Natural Resources and a special track for Youth Resources.  Pre-

conference offerings on November 13th include a half-day community development tour featuring 

Loup City, Ravenna, and Gibbon.  Another pre-conference option is a hands-on technology training 

to be held in Kearney.   

 For more information on the conference or any of the pre-conference sessions, contact 

Lindsay Papenhausen at 402-471-6587 or Lindsay.papenhausen@nebraska.gov 

or Lindsay..papenhausen@nebraska.gov. 

Resource providers share information about 

their programs.  

Visiting one-on-one with the resources made 

the evening valuable to attendees. 



CONNECTING NEBRASKA AWARDS  
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 Join us at the luncheon of the Governorõs First Confer-

ence on Rural Development to honor those individuals, groups, 

organizations or businesses that have been selected to receive 

the 2008 Connecting Nebraska awards.  Each of the seven re-

gional groups from the Partnership for Rural Nebraska will be 

selecting an honoree who will be introduced during the lunch-

eon.  Help us congratulate these award winners who do so 

much to improve our rural communities. 

  

THOUGHTS ABOUT DEVELOPMENT 

  
 According to Mark Drabenstott, RUPRI Center for Regional Competitiveness, 

four economic activity areas for future growth in small towns include: (1) entrepreneur-

ship, (2) value-added processing and finishing (e.g.ñproduct agriculture), (3) tapping the 

digital economy and (4) marketing the amenities of scenery and space. 
 

 Caroline Carpenter, W.K. Kellogg Foundation, states groups and communities 

working collaboratively stimulate economic development.  This collaboration includes 

entrepreneurship education for youth and adults, access to both capital and financial net-

works, and development of a community culture that encourages, nurtures, and raises 

the profile of entrepreneurs. 

 

 The Asset Based Community Development Institute suggests successful commu-

nities donõt concentrate on deficiencies or look for outsiders and professionals to fill 

their needs.  Successful communities use the talents of people, the web of associations, 

the strength of institutions, and their available land, property and economic power to 

create opportunities for themselves.  In short, they build on their assets. 

 

 


