
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

REUSE FUNDS 

Director’s Comments 

  School has started and fields are 

being harvested so fall is officially here.  

Fall plans for the RDC and PRN include 

a series of regional listening sessions 

paired with regional resource forums.  

The first session is scheduled for Staple-

ton on October 14.  Watch our newslet-
ter and your local regional group 

listserve for more information as we set 

dates and locations across the state. 

 Remember the Agricultural 

Innovation and Value-Added Ag 

(VAA) deadline is October 3.  

Check out the online training and 

new VAA application form on the 

commission website 

(www.ruralnebraska.info). 

     Linda  
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      The Department of Economic Development (DED) grants Community 

Development Block (CDBG) funds for economic development to qualified commu-

nities or regional development efforts.  These grant recipients then loan the funds 

to business ventures in their area who meet federal and state guidelines.  The loans 

are repaid to the grant recipient community or region establishing a revolving loan 

fund for future economic development purposes. The grant to the community or 

development entity is part of Nebraska's annual allocation of federal Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds, which assists states with businesses and 

community improvement projects. The funding comes from the U.S. Department 

of Housing and Urban Development and is administered by the Nebraska Depart-

ment of Economic Development.  

 According to information provided by DED, there was $7,685,529 in reuse 

funds available across the state as of June 30, 2008. The eastern region currently 

has 51 recipient funds with a balance of $4,959,035.  The amounts vary from 

$569,043 to a community with $846 in their pool.  The central region has 23 funds 

with a balance of $1,540,208 ranging from $345,405 to a community with $475.  

There are 17 funds in the western region totaling $1,186,286 and ranging from 

$199,388 to $12,990. 
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  Nebraska Rural Living is an e-zine focusing on the best of 

rural Nebraska-especially the south central and southwest area.  Check out 

their interesting monthly newsletter featuring a wide variety of topics at 

www.businessbeyondthefarm.com . 

 
 The University of Nebraska-Lincoln includes the office of the Rural 

Initiative.  Going to ruralinitiative.nebraska.edu will connect you to their 

site.  Within the site are several pages to explore.  Check out the various 

state topic maps and the resource providers matrix under the rural re-

sources section. 

 
 The Partnership for Rural Nebraska is a voluntary organization of 

agencies and entities focusing on rural Nebraska.  Their website is hosted by 

the Center for Applied Research and Innovation at UN-L and is located at 

http://cari.unl.edu/prn1/index.shtml . 

 More Information to Share 

 Tourism is the stateõs third largest industry with enormous impact and potential for rural 

and urban Nebraska.  To celebrate tourism and offer information to the tourism industry, the an-

nual Nebraska Travel Conference will be held at the Kearney Ramada Inn & Conference Center 

October 21 through 23. 

 
 This yearõs conference keynote speaker is Peter Tarlow, founder and president of Tourism 

& More, the worldõs leading tourism security provider.  His two-part presentation includes òWhen 

the Market is Tight and the Economy is Slowó and òMaking Tourism Profitableó.  The conference 

features educational workshops, general sessions and networking opportunities.  There will also be 

travel industry booths displaying essential new products. 

 
 Other speakers include Kevin Wright, president of the World Religious Travel Association, 

presenting òWelcome to the New Era of the 18 Billion Dollar Faith Tourism Industry;ó Brian T. 

Mulllis, president and co-founder of Sustainable Travel International, presenting òSustainable and 

Responsible Green Tourism;ó and James Mallman, president of Watchable Wildlife, Inc. presenting 

òWildlife/Nature Tourism; Identifying Your Communityõs Key Assets.ó 

 
 Opening day luncheon remarks will be from Coach Darrell Morris, the leader of the Uni-

versity of Nebraska at Kearneyõs athletic program.  Nebraska Life photographers Steve and Bobbi 

Olsen will be featured during the Thursday luncheon.   

 
 A wealth of information will be offered to conference attendees including a Nebraska travel 

industry statistical update, the Nebraska Department of Economic Developmentõs Travel and 

Tourism Divisionõs statistics on its 2008 media buys, and sessions on a diverse range of topics from 

event planning and marketing to podcasting and information on Nebraskaõs tourism grant pro-

grams.  Online registration information for the conference is available at www.VisitNebraska.org. 
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 The United States Department of Agriculture recently announced the awarding of over 

$400,000 to Nebraska businesses through two federal programs.  The federal Value-Added 

grants were awarded to: 

 Thomas Masters ñSpring Valley Farm of Lincoln received $39,850 to determine 

the local market and overall profitability potential of non-dairy, non-soybean, gluten-free food 

yogurt products from locally grown grains and produce. 

 Lee Simmons ñNiobrara Timber in Valentine received $34,850 to assess the fea-

sibility of converting cedar and pine trees into lumber, shingles, chipped wood-burning logs and 

pellets through sawing, milling and curing. 

 Diamond Plus RanchesñGothenburg received $29,510 to determine the potential 

of building a segregated grain cleaning, handling and bagging facility dedicated to processing their 

organic white wheat for identity preservation. 

 Paradise Farm ñDannebrog received $18,790 to explore the feasibility of process-

ing pumpkin seeds into oil and marketing the product. 

 Federal Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) grants were awarded to: 

 Center for Rural Affairs ñLyons received $99,000 to expand the focus of the Cen-

terõs MarketPlace: Opening Doors to Success.  Monies will be used to encompass a broader 

focus targeting youth entrepreneurship and small business development with awareness of 

youth entrepreneurship opportunities.  The grant will also expand the event into Kansas, as a 

pilot. 

 Scribner Improvement and Industrial Corporation ñScribner received a 

$197,200 grant to improve the opportunity for businesses to relocate or startup in the indus-

trial park by providing streets, curbs, and guttering. 

 The RBEG projects are anticipated to create 15 new jobs, save four existing positions, 

and assist six existing businesses. 

 Congratulations to all the successful applicants, and the projects 

they represent, for obtaining these federal funds. 
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COMMISSION DUTIES:  

According to the statutes, the duties of the RDC are:  

¶ Focus attention on and increase awareness of opportunities 

and needs of rural Nebraska  

¶ Strengthen community sustainability and growth in rural Ne-

braska through increased community -based wealth creation, 

expanded economic opportunity and improved quality of life  

¶ Stimulate rural development innovation and foster informa-

tion transfer to, from, and within rural Nebraska  

¶ Ensure that rural Nebraskans are afforded the opportunity to 

determine rural Nebraskaõs development agenda 

¶ Foster community -based development initiatives through 

multi -community partnerships  

 

The Rural Development Commission advocates for effective  

development in rural Nebraska. 

September 24 -26 NEDA conference ñ   

 La Vista  

OCTOBER 3 (noon - CDT)  

 VAA APPLICATIONS DUE  

October 13 - office closed (Columbus Day)  

October 14 - First Regional Listening Session 

 and Resource Forum ñStapleton  

October 21 -23 - Travel Conference ñ Kearney  

October 31 - Halloween  

November 4 - Election Day  

November 10 - office closed (Veteranõs Day) 

November 13 - RDC meeting ñKearney  

November 14 -  First Governorõs Conference on Rural Development - 

Kearney  

November 27 -28 - office closed (Thanksgiving holiday)  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

Weõre on the Web: 

 

www.ruralnebraska.info  
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