
COMMISSION MEETS IN LINCOLN 

Director’s Comments 

     According to some experts, “if you 

aren’t planning, you are planning to 

fail”.  If you follow this logic, the RDC is 

definitely moving ahead with strength.  

Several recent meetings have been de-

voted to evaluating existing programs 

and planning activities for 2008.  You’ll 

see details in another article in this 

newsletter. If your schedule allows, 

“plan” to join us at any of our ac-

tivities, projects,  or feel free to 

partner with a committee. Also, 

remember that we are always 

ready to listen to a good idea or 

suggestion for improving rural 

Nebraska.  

                 Linda Fettig      
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 The Rural Development Commission continued its strategic planning 

sessions at the November meeting and has chosen several concentration 

areas for 2008.  In the upcoming months, the RDC will focus on: 

 Coordinating tours of rural Nebraska for urban residents. 

 Researching renewable energy issues and opportunities 

 Encouraging more rural tourism 

 Investigating telework challenges and options 

 Compiling a volume of essays and artwork emphasizing the at-

tributes of rural Nebraska 

 More details about all of these activities will be available as the year 

progresses. 

 



 The Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture (NCTA) is introduc-

ing an innovative program designed to return NCTA graduates to Ne-

braska ranches and rural communities.  This program is a partnership 

between the USDA Farm Service Agency, the Nebraska Department of 

Agriculture, the Nebraska Cattlemen, and the Nebraska Farm Bureau.  

Not only will the graduates be returning, they will be returning with 100 

beef cows. 

 On January 15, 2008, a meeting of interested ranchers will be 

held on the NCTA campus in Curtis to discuss the program in more de-

tail.  Additionally, Nebraska bankers, FSA directors, county extension 

educators, high school agriculture teachers, community leaders, and 

others concerned about the future of Nebraska’s rural communities are 

invited to participate. 

 NCTA Dean Weldon Sleight says, “We have designed a program 

that will return our graduates to ranches with a sizable enough asset to 

ensure they can be partners 

rather than hired hands.  This 

will create a career path ena-

bling these young ranchers to 

one day become owners of sus-

tainable cattle operations”. 

 For more information 

about 100-Beef Cow Ownership 

Program, please contact Dr. 

Weldon Sleight, Dean at 

wsleight2@unl.edu or call 1-

800-3CURTIS. 

INNOVATIVE PROGRAM OFFERS 100 COWS 
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 Have you visited our website recently?   As the site 

gets reconstructed, we will be adding more information and 

resources.  The latest addition was to populate the section 

featuring the commissioners.  Tune in every month or two 

to see the updates.   Your comments and suggestions are 

welcomed.  We are easy to find at www.ruralnebraska.info. 

  

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
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WEBSITE CONTINUES TO EVOLVE 



$341,716 AWARDED TO 14 PARTNERSHIPS FOR 

BUILDING ENTREPRENEURIAL COMMUNITIES 
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 The Nebraska Department of Economic Development and Nebraska Rural Development Com-

mission, announce the award of $341,716 to 14 partnerships through the Building Entrepreneurial Com-

munities Act (BECA). “Each of these projects not only address very pressing needs with great care and 

intent, but involve many partners in doing so,” said John Jordison, Director of Government Affairs and 

Economic Development for Great Plains Communication, Inc., and current chair of the Nebraska Rural 

Development Commission.  “And therein lies the beauty of the BECA program—the more stakeholders 

there are in these projects, the greater the odds are for highly successful outcomes.”    

 Successful applicants include: 

 City of St. Paul and  Howard County 

 Cities of Gering and Scottsbluff 

 City of Ord and Valley County 

 City of Geneva and the villages of Shickley, Fairmont  and Milligan 

 City of Aurora and Hamilton County 

 Communities of Gibbon and  Arnold 

 Western Nebraska Development Network and village of Hemingford 

 Knox County and community of Creighton 

 Brown and Keya Paha counties and North Central Development Center 

 Cheyenne, Deuel, Kimball, Garden, Scotts Bluff, Box Butte and Morrill counties 

 Cities of Auburn, Seward and North Platte 

 Communities of Fordyce and Hartington 

 Villages of Beemer and Pilger, city of Wisner, Stanton County and Wisner-Pilger public 

schools 

 Thayer County and the village of Davenport 

 

 The BECA grants encourage regional projects.  The program  has been expanded to include  a 

planning grant category for communities in limited resource areas.  Planning grants do not require a 

match.  All other grants require a cash match. 

 Watch the newsletter for information about upcoming Building Entrepreneurial Communities and 

Value-Added Agriculture grant application workshops.   

          



North Platte office: 

Phone: 308-535-8018 

Fax: 308-535-8019 

 

Staff e-mail: 

Sandi Kaskie 

Sandra.Kaskie@ded.ne.gov 

 

Tara  Barkmeier 

RDC.Intern@ded.ne.gov 

COMMISSION DUTIES: 

According to the statutes, the duties of the RDC are: 

 Focus attention on and increase awareness of opportunities 

and needs of rural Nebraska 

 Strengthen community sustainability and growth in rural Ne-

braska through increased community-based wealth creation, 

expanded economic opportunity and improved quality of life 

 Stimulate rural development innovation and foster informa-

tion transfer to, from, and within rural Nebraska 

 Ensure that rural Nebraskans are afforded the opportunity to 

determine rural Nebraska’s development agenda 

 Foster community-based development initiatives through 

multi-community partnerships 

 

January 21—RDC office closed 

January 29—RDC breakfast with Nebraska Senators 

January 29—RDC meeting in Lincoln 

February 5 & 6— Governor’s Agri-

tourism conference in North Platte 

February 13—Grantwriting work-

shop in Ord 

February 18—RDC office closed 

February 27—MarketPlace in Co-

lumbus 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

The Rural Development Commission advocates for effect development in rural Nebraska 

We’re on the Web: 

www.ruralnebraska.info 
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