
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

PROVIDES REGIONAL BRIEFING  

Directorôs Comments 

 òApril showers bring May flowersó.. according to the 

saying.   I wonder what April snowstorms bring. 

 Spring is bringing another busy time to Nebraska.  The 

rural landscape will soon be dotted with the various shades of 

red, green and blue farm equipment as another planting season 

begins.  Tourists will begin lining the roads with their boats and 

vehicles as they take advantage of the great  recreational oppor-

tunities.   I hope you can take time to enjoy the wonders of our 

state.     

    Linda  
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 A regional briefing held recently in North Platte provided partici-

pants with information about the Nebraska Department of Economic De-

velopmentõs programs and services.  Overviews were provided on Business 

Development, Travel & Tourism, Community Development and Ne-

braskaõs economic development incentives. 

 Participants had a chance to meet with DED staff representing the 

different divisions during breaks and over lunch to answer specific local 

questions.   
  Nebraska Public Power District, which hosted the meeting and 

lunch, highlighted its own programs and services during lunch. 

 In-depth formation about DEDõs programs and services can be 

found at www.neded.org.  Tourism information is available on the  Travel 

and Tourism Division website at www.visitnebraska.org.   Nebraska Public 

Power District information can be found at www.nppd.org. 
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Operator ðInformation, Please  

 Resident recruitment is the newest eligible activity in the Building Entrepreneurial Commu-

nities Act (BECA) grant.  Communities working collaboratively may request assistance for market-

ing programs aimed at encouraging residents from outside Nebraska to locate in their area.  

Printed materials, radio and TV advertisements, and website design or enhancement are some re-

cruitment activities suggested for possible funding. 

 The program continues to offer funding assistance with educational workshops for start-up 

and existing businesses, mentoring, programs aimed at encouraging youth business education and 

other collaborative community initiatives.   

 Applications are available at www.ruralnebraska.org.  Concerns about eligible activities or 

other application questions should be directed to:  Linda Fettig at linda.fettig@nebraska.gov or   

308-380-4966. 

  Here are some websites to check out and bookmark:: 

 www.census.gov  - direct link to the most current census data 
 www.sba.gov  -  this site is a great resource for small businesses just 

  starting or looking for technical assistance 
 www.Nebraska.gov  -  renew your automotive license, get information 

  about agencies, track  bills in the legislature, and link to Nebraska 

  city and county websites among other uses  
 www.recovery.Nebraska.gov  -  the newest feature of the Nebraska gov-
  ernment website will include information about the òstimulusó 

  recovery funds for Nebraska 

 www.grownebraska.org  - GROW Nebraska marketing program for  
  Nebraska businesses and features many Nebraska based products.  

  The site links to an online catalog for your ordering convenience. 

 

 Ten Nebraska libraries recently received national Starred library recognition for their       

excellence.  Hats off to: 

Central City Public Library 

Atkinson Public Library 

Hartington Public Library 

Ravenna Public Library 

Neligh Public Library 

Syracuse Public Library 

Wymore Public Library 

Crawford Public Library 

Geneva Public Library 

Nebraska Library Recognition  
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     Five free regional meetings in April and May will review the all new NCIP Leadership                                                             
Development Challenge, including its curriculum and benefits, the application process,                                                                
and why all community volunteers should boldly step up to the challenge. NCIP, which                                                                 
stands for Nebraska Community Improvement Program, is a program of the Nebraska                                                                       
Department of Economic Development.  

The NCIP Leadership Development Challenge is designed to increase communities'                                                                        
leadership, volunteer, and planning capacity.  While communities accepting the chal-
lenge will receive support from the Department, each will fully facilitate their own proc-
ess.  

Locate the meeting closest to you and sign up today. All meetings are Central Standard                                                                 
Time unless otherwise indicated:  

April 22, 7-9 p.m. MST-Alliance Public Library, 1750 Sweetwater Ave., Basement 
April 28, 7-9 p.m.-McCook Community College, 1205 East Third Street, McMillen Hall,                                                                                      
Room 201 
April 29, 7-9 p.m.-Hastings, Central Community College, 550 South Technical Blvd.,                                                                        
Dawson Room 
May 5, 7-9 p.m.-Ainsworth City Hall, 606 E. 4th Street 
May 6, 7-9 p.m.-Pawnee City, Union Bank, 514 G. Street  

Sites with fewer than five registrations will be cancelled.  

The registration form can be found online at www.neded.org/content/view/117/243  

For more information, contact:  
Christina Bartels, 402-471-3172 or christina.bartels@nebraska.gov                                                                                                
Sara Watson at 402-471-4168 or ded.ncip2@nebraska.gov                                                                                                            
Patty Wood at 402-471-1559 or patty.wood@nebraska.gov                                                                                                                         
They also can be reached at 800-426-6505.  

 

  

 

 

 

Corporate core values: 

 

¶ We believe people are basically good. 

¶ We believe everyone has something to contribute. 
¶ We believe that an honest, open environment can bring out 

the best in people. 

¶ We recognize and respect everyone as a unique individual. 
¶ We encourage you to treat others the way you want to be 

treated. 

 
(Ed. Note  -  With all the corporate corruption and bad news lately, it was re-

freshing to find these corporate core values stated on the company website for 

eBay.) 
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 Building off Sidneyôs name recognition, Cheyenne County businesses now have a 
regional website touting available goods and services. Lodgepole, Potter, Dalton, Gurley 
and Sidney cooperated on a Building Entrepreneurial Communities Act (BECA) grant to 
provide virtual business opportunities for local endeavors.  Their proposal indicated that a 
regional virtual shopping mall would offer an affordable avenue to a global market through 
cooperative marketing and promotion. In addition to building the virtual mall, the project 
included training opportunities for regional businesses to learn about e-commerce and on-
going technical assistance for users.  The BECA-funded activity also heightened local 
awareness of the various regional businesses and services. 
 According to www.shopsidney.com, shoppers can choose from grocery stores, a 
furniture store, appliance store, and purchase jewelry.  Several pharmacies, coffee shops, 
bakeries, and homeopathic shops, as well as fabric and yarn, menôs and womenôs cloth-
ing, second hand stores, cards and gift stores, crafts, and antiques are available.  In Pot-
ter you can go Duckpin Bowling or enjoy a Tin Roof Sundae in Sidney and the list also 
features lodging, dining, entertainment and other options. 
  
 For more information, contact Megan McGown at the Cheyenne County Chamber 
of Commerce.  Megan can be reached at mmcgown@hamilton.net. 
 



RUSTY BUCKET  
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 How many local business assistance and recruitment tools does your community cur-

rently have in place?  

¶ Current LOIS (Location One Information System) and NEDI (Nebraska Economic Devel-

opment Information) Web information, including any available land and buildings  

¶ Local Option Municipal Economic Development Act (known as LB840) which allows the 

use of sales or property tax for economic development  

¶ Tax Increment Financing (TIF)  

¶ Local community funds for marketing and recruiting (Investment Clubs)  

¶ Community Development Block Grant Re -use funds  

  

 For more information or technical assistance with any of these programs, contact 

your Department of Economic Development business development field staff representative 

or call the Lincoln office at 800 -426 -6505 to ask for assistance with or information about 

these local options.  

  

 Economies have three ñgrowthò mechanisms.  
   

¶ Increase the inputs,  
¶ Maximize the multiplier, or  

¶ Limit the leakage.  
   
 Using the ñRusty Bucketò concept, groups can 
visualize what brings wealth into their region and dis-
cuss the known leakages.  Solutions that have been 
brainstormed are based on how to increase the inputs 
by encouraging new businesses and expansions; maxi-
mizing the multiplier 
by adding value to a 
current service or 
product; or limiting 
the leakage by offer-

ing a needed service or product within the region.  
      If you are interested in a ñRusty Bucketò pres-
entation for your region, contact the RDC at 
linda.fettig@nebraska.gov. 

LOCAL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE TOOLS  


