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nomically depressed rural areas of Nebraska in building entrepreneurial communig
ties through grants that create community capacity to build and sustain programs
that generate and sustain wealth in the communities and redtdigible appli-

cants must either be classified as a Chronic Economic Distress Area or be a Lim-
ited Resource Area or partnering with a community who meets those criteria.
Eligible activities include:
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nomic Distress and Limited Resource Areas are both defined in the application
form, which is available at www.ruralnebraska.info.

tions will be due Friday, May 1, noon.
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RDC Commission

www.ruralnebraska.info

BECA DEADLINE & MAY 1

The Building Entrepreneurial Communities Act (BECA) supports eco-

Providing education and technical assistance to energize small business devd]-
opment and entrepreneurship;

Provide technical assistance to facilitate small business transfer;

Build community business capacity and leadership programs;
Generate opportunities that will attract and retain young people and families;
Provide education about philanthropy and intergenerational transfer of
wealth;

Establish community initiatives to attract new residents; and

Provide marketing assistance to communities to attract new residents from
outside the State of Nebraska.

A special planning grant category with grants up to $5,000 is available to
i mited resource areaso6 to help bui

The next round of Building Entrepreneurial Communities grant applica-
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BECA application process to provide more tech
nical assistance. Suggestions that may improw
your grant score:
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A checklist has been added to the current §  Minutes of meetings where the project
was approved by all applicants will
need to be presentegrior to process-
ing of first reimbursement request.
While these donot
the application, it is considered the

best practice.

Be sure that all figures are correct, add up
and that a budget breakdown is include. Fc
example, insiti®a@odfe
all that is included in this estimated expens:
When asking for marketing assistance, ider 44 yck!
tify the target market and how that target

was determined.

Include a realistic timeline.

Linda
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RURAL NEBRASKA VIEWS

Dr. Tim Shafer, Broken Bow Schools Su-
perintendent and Rural Development commis-
sioner traveled with Commission Director, Linda
Fettig, to present copies of thRural Nebraska
Viewgo students at the Round Hill School in rural
Custer County. Jordan Popp, Caleb Smith, Carrie
Jones, Charmayne Popp, and Hannah Smith were
among the featured authors. Their teacher, Sarah
Graham, contributed
the school 6s hi st
final chapter.

Rural Nebraska Vieiwwswvailable .
for reading or downloading from: =
www.ruralnebraska.info.

DED BRIEFINGS

DED focuses on widespread economic issues

DED is hosting two 2009 briefings to provide timely information about key issues affecting
the stateds devel opment and economy.

The first briefing will be held Wednesday, April 1 , 9 a.m.-1 p.m. CST in North Platte at
the Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) offices, 402 E. State Farm Road, rooms 142 and
145.

The second is scheduled for Thursday, October 22 in Lincoln . More information to fol-
low.

The free briefings are geared to new economic developers and those interested in eco-
nomic development programs and services. DED staff will talk about key components in-
volved in the statebés economic growth and
traction, existing business retention and expansion, housing, community development, and
entrepreneurship.

Lunch will be provided by NPPD. To reserve your place at the North Platte briefing and
lunch, please register no later than March 23 by contacting Michelle Millsap toll-free at 800-
426-6505, 402-471-3746, or michelle.millsap@nebraska.gov .
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When Neal Ely began his eighth grade FFA
project, he never dreamed it could become a
business venture employing people in his com-
munity.
Neal took his Motheros
recipe and developed a thriving business that re-
cently expanded to include his newest product,
pickled peppers. Under development is pickled
green beans.
As a teen, Neal said it was difficult to find

time for the business and all the other activities required of a start -up business.
Learning to be a good time manager is one of his most important achieve-
mentsda skill thatoés stildl n e e -dirmedob ats loddldank

with growing his business. He credits the technical assistance he received from
the EDGE program where he learned to write a sound business plan, the Food
Processing Center for product development, and GROW Nebraska for marketing
assistance among other resources and mentors.

Ely Farms is now operating in its third generation and Neal points to the

farmdébs diversity as helping make it all/l
and the new opportunities for Ely Farms and neighboring farms. With assis-
tance from the Agricultural Innovation and Value - Added Agriculture grant pro-

gram, Neal recently opened a processing plant,
which offers part -time employment in the
Grafton area. Eventually, he dreams of a full -
scale operation that provides permanent jobs.

To learn more about Neal visit
www.elyfarms.com, or go to YouTube and
check out the podcast about Neal on the
GROW Nebraska page www.youtube.com/
user/grownebraska.

» 03/06/2009
3/

Have you visited the GROW Nebraska website lately? They have expanded to
feature many of the services available. Whether you are a business owner, or want to
support Nebraska businesses, check it out at www.growneb.com or
www.grownebraska.org.
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