
Senatorial Briefing  

Directorôs Comments 

    2009 began with a busy calendar 

(see back page for upcoming events).  As 

noted above, the RDC hosted a briefing 

for the new and returning senators.   

 The RDC welcomes and looks 

forward to working with Senator Arnie 

Stuthman as the Commissionõs new legis-
lative representative.  

 For the next few months, the 

RDC Legislative Committee will be 

tracking and monitoring proposed 

legislation watching for possible im-

pact in rural Nebraska.  As I said, a 

busy time. 

  

 We sincerely wish that   

everyone experiences a HAPPY,   
PRODUCTIVE NEW YEAR!  
 

   Linda  
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 The RDC recently welcomed new and 

returning senators during a luncheon briefing. 

Shawn Kaskie,  Executive Director of the 

Sherman County Economic Development Board 

in Loup City, shared his organizationõs successes 

related to the Building Entrepreneurial Commu-

nities grant it received. Their efforts at strength-

ening local businesses, and working with entre-

preneurs and youth also earned them a Ne-

braska Community Improvement Program 

award in late 2008. 
 All senators and staff received copies of 

the current RDC annual report and Rural Ne-

braska Views-a 2008 RDC project (see page 2 

for more information on the Views and page 5 

for the annual report.) Each senator also re-

ceived a personalized packet with information 

about Building Entrepreneurial Communities 

and Agricultural Innovation and Value-Added 

Agriculture grants awarded in their districts. 
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NEBRASKA IN THE TOP TEN  

  
  

   

 Following are some of the recent national rankings Nebraska has earned: 

 

FIRST in Gazelle jobs (firms with annual sales revenue that s grown 20 percent or more for four 

  straight years )  Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, 2007 State New Economy Index 

SECOND  for Fairness of Litigation Environment, Institute for Legal Reform, 2008 U.S. Chamber of  

 Commerce State Liability Systems Ranking Study 

THIRD Lowest Cost of Doing Business, Milken Institute, 2007 Cost of Doing Business Index 

THIRD Employment per Population Ratio for Populations of 16+ years of age, 2007 U.S. Bureau 

  of Labor Statistics 

FOURTH Best Quality of Life, Business Facilities Magazine, 2008 Annual Rankings Report 

FOURTH  Best State for Jobs CareerBuilder.com; 2008 

FOURTH Lowest Average Travel Time to Work, U.S. Bureau of the Census 

FIFTH Best Education Climate, Business Facilities Magazine; 2008 Annual Rankings Report 

TOP TEN Best States for Business, 2008 Forbes  Magazine 

TOP TEN  States Receiving  Five-Stars on the 2007 State s Healthcare Cost Quotient, Expansion 

 Management  magazine 

  

 The Nebraska Rural Development Commission is proud 
to unveil Rural Nebraska Viewsð a collection of thoughts and 
ideas from invited authors and artists.  Using words, brushes, 
ink, and camera lenses, the entries highlight the unique attrib-
utes of people and places found throughout the rural land-
scape of our wonderful state.  
 
 Articles were written by a variety of authors ranging 
from an eight -year old attending a one-room school to a col-
lege dean.   
 
 Rural Nebraska Views can be downloaded and printed 
for free from our website www.ruralnebraska.info.  
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 Several generations of the Gamet 
family recently gathered with friends, 
neighbors, and well -wishers in Paxton 
to celebrate the 5 Trails Winery grand 
opening and ribbon cutting.  The pro-

ject was one of 22 that recently re-
ceived grants through the stateôs Agri-
cultural Innovation and Value -Added 
Agriculture (VAA) grant program.   
 The Gamets work with area 

ranchers and farmers to grow grapes and other fruits, and plan to 
expand their future product line to include fruit blends. Currently 
they have five acres of grapes in production, and processed an addi-
tional nine tons from a vineyard near Valentine.  

 The VAA grant was for marketing, developing, and promoting  
regional products of Nebraska winer-
ies and the grape producers.  New 
brochures and marketing strategies 
will be used to promote the products 
and educate consumers.  
 The winery used an earlier VAA 
grant to remodel and refit an existing 
empty building in downtown Paxton 

into their winery and wine - tasting 
room with a planned capacity of proc-
essing 40 tons of fruit annually. The 
addition of 5 Trails Winery is another great tourism destination  
helping to improve and promote the regionôs overall economic de-
velopment efforts.  Lori Gamet is pictured above with some of the 
equipment used in the wine making process.  
 Currently 5 Trails Wines are available in Lexington, Kearney, 
Lincoln, and, of course, Paxton.   
 

 


