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Commission Welcomes New Members

leader for the University of Nebraskaincoln
Kimmel Education and Research Center in
braska City. She |

added and alternative agriculture.
Connie holds a doctorate in Leaders

Studies, a Masters of Science in Entomolog
a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources.
She also has a courtesy appointment in the [
partment of Agricultural Leadership, Educatic
and Communication at the University of Ne-

braskaLincoln.

Steve Ausdemore is President of Citizens
National Bank in Wisner, NE and Arlington, Kan. He
also is President of Citizens National Corporation. Ad-
ditionally, Steve serves on the boards of the Independ-
ent Community Bankers of America (and its Ag and Ru-
ral America Committee); Nebraska Independent Com-
munity Bankers; United Republic Bank, Omaha, Neb.;
Franciscan Care Services, Inc., West Point, Neb.; and
Wisner, Neb. Community Development.

Steve holds a Graduate Degree of Banking from
the University of Colorado and a BS in Business Adminil

stration from Wayne State College.

Directordés Comment s

The RDC is pleased to welcome badkarl EImshaeuser, Ogallala,
Neb.,andChuck Karpf, Morrill, Neb., whose terms have been renewed for another
three years.

Welcoming new commissioners, however, means we must say-ggedo
retiring members. The Commission and staff thaakry Cooper , Curtis, Neb.,
andRobert Gustafson , Valentine, Neb., for their dedication to and assistance with
Commission projects and service during the past three years. _

Onanothernotégii t 6s ti1 me to start working
VAA grant$i application deadline for both programs will be September 25.
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WOODY FLORALS

The term Afl
brings to mind a lovely bouquet of
_ flowers, but an enterprising coop-
erative of Nebraska farmers now
market woody florals. The mem-

& bers have farms in central, north-
~ east, and southeast Nebraska
which allows the cooperative to
offer diverse florals. In addition to
their use in the floral industry, the

plants also are grown as buffer strips along
stream banks, in windbreaks and long
snow fences to buffer winds and collect
water.

A brochure illustrates the coopera-
tiveds availability
cardinal dogwood, curly willow, scarlet
curls willow, yellow twig dogwood, red twig
dogwood, flame willow and pussy willow.
Educating the floral industry about the
availability and use of the woody florals has {}
been one focus of the Agricultural Innova- =
tion and Value-Added Agriculture grant
awarded to the cooperative.

An earlier VAA grant helped the co-
operative secure and remodel a warehouse |\
building. The cooperative then invested its M\ A
own funds in coolers and other equipment ,
as well as modifications to the warehouse.

i

To learn more about Woody
Florals, go to
www.nebraskawoodyflorals.com

or




