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PARTNERS FOR RURAL AMERICA

If you Google “rural development”, you will find 45,700,000 responses varying from
agencies to programs to international opportunities. The results indicate the interest and
need for ongoing rural development. One organization, Partners for Rural America, special-
izes in nationally coordinating rural efforts. It brings together the federally recognized State
Rural Development Councils (SRDCs) to share best practices, unite in a national voice for
rural opportunities, and offer professional member development. According to its website
(www.partnersforruralamerica.com), Partners for Rural America (PRA) exists to support the
efforts of its member State Rural Development Councils (SRDC’s), which are uniquely posi-
tioned to:

Expand economic and social opportunities for America’s rural communities and their
residents;

Promote equal treatment of rural America by government agencies and the private sec-
tor;

Provide a collective voice for rural America.
PRA also exists to support the National Rural Development Partnership (NRDP)
and the entities affiliated with it. The goals are to:

Identify and secure funds to provide general operating support for SRDCs and PRA be-
yond federal government funds.

Identify and secure grants to support increased staffing for member SRDCs and PRA.
Serve as a “matchmaker” between member SRDCs and potential funders for demonstra-
tion and pilot projects addressing specific issues and challenges.

Develop a process by which SRDCs can inform local rural leaders about pending federal
policy actions, and feedback can be generated to federal policy makers.

Through PRA and SRDCs, lead the development of a coordinated and holistic national
rural policy.

Director's Comments

Welcome to Mark L. Matulka, the new rep-
resentative from the Governor’s Policy Research Of-
fice. Mark is an Omaha native who earned his Mas-
ter’s of Public Administration and Political Science
from the University of Nebraska at Omaha.

We are also pleased to announce that the Ne-
braska Rural Development Commission has been fed-
erally reauthorized to continue serving as an SRDC.

Linda
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DED FIELD STAFF PROVIDE ANSWERS

DED6s regional staff daroe pieno pyloeurf oarr ereo va sn gy gywru |
economic, business community and tourism ddvel
contact:

Business Development: www.neded.org/content/view/18/34/ (see map on facing page)

Cami Barner , Business Development Financial Packager at (308) 530-9219 or cami.barner@nebraska.gov

Linda Black , Business Development Consultant at (308) 991-2986 or linda.black@nebraska.gov

Whitney Bumgarner , Business Development Consultant at (402) 326-4907 or whit-
ney.bumgarner@nebraska.gov

Sheryl Hiatt , Business Development Consultant at (402) 340-6180 or sheryl.hiatt@nebraska.gov

Starr Lehl , Business Development Consultant at (308) 631-7780 or starr.lehl@nebraska.gov

Andrea McClintic , Business Development Consultant at (308) 440-1490 or an-
drea.mcclintic@nebraska.gov

Community Development/Housing  : www.neded.org/content/view/31/63/

Christina Bartels , Nebraska Community Improvement Program at (402) 471-3172 or chris-
tina.bartels@nebraska.gov

Pat Compton , Central Housing Specialist at (308) 440-5960 or pat.compton@nebraska.gov

Brian Gaskill , Northeast Housing Specialist at (402) 471-2280 or brian.gaskill@nebraska.gov

Kristi McClung , Western Housing Specialist at (308) 289-3935 or kristi.mcclung@nebraska.gov

Lydia Wiles , Southeast Housing Specialist at (402) 471-4169 or lydia.wiles@nebraska.gov

Tourism Development : hitp://www.visitnebraska.gov/

Paula Bohaty , Tourism Specialist at (402) 471-3744 or pbohaty@ VisitNebraska.org

Karen Kollars , Tourism Specialist at (308) 249-3220 or karenk@ VisitNebraska.org

Tom Tabor , Tourism Specialist at (402) 326-1587 or ttabor@ VisitNebraska.org

Twyla Witt , Tourism Specialist at (308) 645-9566 or twylaw@ VisitNebraska.org
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Business Development
Field Staff Regions
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A7ransforming the way Nebraska does busines® i s t he tag | i ne

braska Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP). Partners include the Nebraska
Department of Economic Development, University of NebraskaL i ncol nés Foo
essing Center, University of Nebrask®d Oma haés Nebraska Busi ne:
Centers, and Central Community College. Clients are smaH to medium-sized
manufacturersd typically fewer than 500 employees, but NMEP also will work with

larger firms.

Each MEP center works directly with manufacturers to provide expertise and
services tailored to their most critical needs. Services include process improve-
ments, worker training, business practices, and applications of information technol-
ogy. Direct assistance from center staff and outside consultants combine to offer
solutions. Nebraskabs MEP provides acces
manufacturing specialists who guide firms through changes that can lead to greater
productivity, increased profits, and enhanced global competitiveness.

Samples of MEP expertise include (but are not limited to): Manufacturing/
Production, Lean Manufacturing, Information Systems Re-engineering, Quality, En-
vironmental, Human Resources, Management/Financial, ebraska
and Food Processing. The sole purpose of MEP is to ,
provide small- and medium-sized manufacturers with the 5
help they need to survive. a

For more information about the Nebraska Manu-
facturing Extension Partnership visit http://
nics.neded.org or contact Dave Wright at 402-471-3755

O O P S ast month, one library was accidentally omitted. Our CONGRATU-

LATIONS also to the Lied Pierce Public Library f or bei ng designated
Library.
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BUILDING BLOCKS

/Building Blocks for Community Revitaliza-
tion and Prosperityo 1is
and Cherry County Building Entrepreneurial Com-
munities grant project coordinated by the Valentine
Cherry County Economic Development Board.

The joint effort included a variety of activities to

strengthen the regional business community:
Completion of a community and business con-

tact database that will be regularly updated with

information for existing and prospective businesses.

Local employment opportunity and business transition information is available on the

web.

A business transition and retention seminar was held that included information on tax

structures and selling a business.

An entrepreneur inventory and needs survey was completed.

Seminars for entrepreneurs were held.

Business development and expansion mentoring was made available.

Business-related books were purchased and donated to the Valentine Public Library

business development and agri-tourism section, and additional books are available di-

rectly from the Valentine Cherry County Economic Development Board(VCCEDB) office.

Other activities included youth entrepreneur development seminars, a summer work

study program for an intern with the VCCEDB program, and development of a leadership

component.

Plans are underway to create a comprehensive regional website linking the Chamber of

Commerce, VCCEDB, City of Valentine, the local hospital, civic organizations, schools,

businesses, and tourism entities.

As part of the VCCEDB grant project, David Buchholz, with g
David and Associates, presented a marketing seminar for resi-
dents and business owners in the region. The topics included
leadership in advertising, advertising strategies, efficient bro-
chures, techniques for getting your
ads noticed, tips for radio and other
: A media advertising, impact of a web
—9 '@ ¥ 3l page, and how to find your unique
el l 'Y selling point. David Buchholz
< '-‘-‘f-“l ~
43 5 For more information on the Valentine and Cherry County
program, contact Mike Burge at crplcrk@sandhillswireless.net or
visit their website at www.vccedb.com.

11.16. 2006

Seminars featured expert panels.

t
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NEBRASKA RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

The Rural Development Commission
advocates for effective development
in rural Nebraska.

The Nebraska Rural Development Commission is a voice for
rural communities in the creation of laws, policies, and other
initiatives that affect economic, civic, and social conditions and
foster cooperation and understanding among all agencies and
organizations, public and private.

The Nebraska Rural Development Commission helps commu-
nities and businesses maximize opportunities by improving ac-
cess to capital and resources, markets, products, and business

expertise (mentoring) as well as social and cultural resources.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

May Ifi Building Entrepreneurial Communities grant application
deadline (noon)

May 5 NCIP Leadership Development Challenge, Ainsworth

May 61 NCIP Leadership Development Challenge, Pawnee City

May | 10 Business & Industry Dayfi Lincoln

May 14-15 - Nebraska Economic Developers Association confer-
ence, Valentine

May 251 Memorial Day (RDC office will be closed)

Looking ahead:
November 6i Gover nor 0s
on Rural Developmentii Kearney

Con

If er




