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GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE ON RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

Moving to or living in rural Nebraska is a choice that more people are freely
making thanks to a world where O0th
anywhere and communication is constant; where change is occurring at a

staggering pace and the Owired gen

This yearés 2009 Governorodos Confer
Through I nnovati ono -ddpthWith thexhelp af Keg- t
note Speaker Terry Jones, Founder and Former CEO of Travelocity.com,
Chairman of Kayak.com, venture capitalist and consultant.

The Conference, along with the 46" Annual Nebraska Community Im-
provement Program (NCIP) banquet, is set for November 6 at the Kearney
Holiday Inn Hotel & Conference Center.

To access the conference brochure and registration form, go to:
www.neded.org/ncip

Mail registrations with payment to: Christina Bartels, Nebraska Department
of Economic Development, P.O. Box 94666, Lincoln, NE 68509-4666.

Ot her conference offerings include
cessful ?20, AHow Youth are I nvestin
Current Economic Climate, 0o and AnBe

ence brochure details the different workshops.
October 26 is the registration deadline.
For more information, contact Christina Bartels at 800-426-6505, 402-471-

3172, or christina.bartels@nebraska.gov, or Sara Watson at 800-426-
6505, 402-471-4168, or ded.ncip2@nebraska.gov

CORRECTION “RURAL NEBRASKA VIEWS?” information .... Please submit your contest pho-
tos and photographer information to DED.RDC@nebraska.gov.
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RURAL NEBRASKA VIEWS PHOTO CONTEST

The Nebraska Rural Development Commission is pleased to launch h_
the first Rural Nebraska Viewsphoto contest. 4

Each photographer may enter up to four (4) photographs taken in the state
that expresses a oviewo of rural
limited to:

Nebr askaa

Landscapes

Festivals and events

Landmarks

Agricultural-related activities

T Other expressions celebrating rural Nebraska
Photos do not have to be current, but the photographer must submit entries within one of
the following age groups that he or she will have attained as of December 31, 2009:

T Class | d Pre-school
T Class Il 8 Grades K-6
T Class Ill d Grades 7-12
T Class IV 0 Adult (graduated from high school or 18+)

First, second, and third place prizes will be named for each Class.

Entry Requirements:

T Entries will be accepted through November 20, 2009

Color and/or black-and-white photos will be accepted.

Photos must be .jpg digital images no larger than 2 MB.

Photos must be submitted electronically to DED.RDC@nebraska.gov.

Mailed submissions will NOT be accepted.

The photographerds name, age category

address must be identified in the submission email. ldentification of the event or

location is also requested.

By submitting photos, you are asserting you own the right to the photo and are permitting
the Nebraska Rural Development Commission and the Nebraska Department of Eco-
nomic Development to use your photos in any future marketing materials.

All submissions will be reviewed for appropriate content, and subsequently deemed eligible
or ineligible for judging. Prize winners will be selected by a committee of professionals
including photographers and marketing experts.

Winners will be announced, their photos displayed on the Nebraska Rural Development
Commission website www.ruralnebraska.info and featured in the Commission newslet-
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For more information, contact linda.fettig@nebraska.gov
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Economic Development Reuse Funds (Program Income)

étime to use it or |o

Currently in Nebraska, there are more than 90 locally-controlled Eco-
nomic Development Reuse Funds that originated from economic development
CDBG projects. The projects were set-up as loans to businesses and paid back
to communities. The amount of money in these Revolving Loan Funds was al-
most $9 million as of June 30, 2009.

Local governments that havenodt wus
reuse income to fund at least one new project during the past two years from
June 30, will be deemed inactive and required to return their funds. This policy
was written into the 2006 CDBG Annual Action Plan and continues today. The
funds that are returned to DED will be available for award to local governments
that apply for CDBG funding. DED is taking this step to ensure that resources
are used in a timely manner and applicants for CDBG funds will have more op-
portunity for success.

Nebraska communities that regularly reinvest their reuse money in new
projects need not worry. Active communities will not have to return their reuse
funds. Active means having funded at least one project every two years, as de-

termined on June 30.

See the next two pages for a listing of those communities with Program
Income funding. For more information on economic development program re-
use funds, contact Dave Honz at the Nebraska Department of Economic Devel-
opment, Dave.Honz@nebraska.gov or 402.471.3763

PROGRAM INCOME TOTALS
by DED Field Staff Regions

East $5,365,824.26
Central $2,007,830.84
West $1,599,795.88

TOTAL $8,973,450.98




FUNDS

FOR

ECONOMIC

DEVELOP-
MENT

CDBG Economic Development

Program Income
For the Period Ending June 30, 2009

astern Reqgio
Community E
Allen 2,846.16 | |Ralston 56,930.38
Auburn 30,042.09
Beatrice 561,480.20 Sarpy County 588,157.10
Ea:revue %ﬁg‘?‘:gg Schuyler 160,331.34
Coleridge 1,94159| [Seward 105,268.80
Columbus 247,577.02 Shelby 34,083.84
Dakpta Qity 79,196.22 Snyder 6.022.24
David City 4,383.22 i
Dodge 11,710.34| |South Sioux
Elk Creek 7482777 Y 1,813.27
Fairbury 48,368.37 Stromsburg 23,148.53
Falls City 33,407.02| |Tecumseh 1,352.51
Filley 3893862 |roramah 8,141.94
Fremont 285,304.96
Friend 49,292.75 Thurston 6,287.97
Geneva 100,421.12 Wahoo 109,565.79
Hartington 8,456.67 Washington
Hebfoun 21,721-58 County 137,077.24
Howells 166,509.4
Jefferson County 153,884.46 Wayne 79,535.66
Lancaster County 463,691.86 ]
Laurel 21.930.93 Weeping Water 73,450.33
LaVista 30,316.27 West Point 162,764.81
Leigh 1975449 Iyork 74,556.62
Vadicon ol o 53655226
Madison County 20,464.96| LKl 5.365,824.26
Nebraska City 79,898.91
Norfolk 10,280.23
Osceola 100,422.03
Pawnee City 85,558.47
Pawnee Regional 543,311.41
Platte County 64,203.49
Plattsmouth 109,372.20
Plymouth 60,145.51




Central Region

Total 2,007,830.8

Community ED
Ainsworth 168,773.57
Atkinson 137,606.74
Aurora 145,846.02
Buffalo County 242,726.76
Butte 56,377.06

Clarks **

Custer County 171,011.63
Dannebrog 25,558.87
Grand Island 72,256.74
Hastings/Adams Caq. 38,636.16
Holdrege/Phelps Co. 298,016.38
Juniata 121,409.82
Kearney 21,860.81
Kearney Co. 39,124.45
Knox County 147,247.18
Loup City 4,920.11

Minden 50,500.54
O'Neill 62,807.33
Ord 84,604.22
Sargent 56,833.23
Sherman County 26,402.77
Stuart 35,867.54
Verdigre -557.09

** Clarks information was

not available.

estern Regio

Community E
Chadron 43,949.28
Cheyenne County 163,716.40
Crawford/Dawes

Co. 36,293.04
Elwood 9,646.74
Gering 66,994.66
Gothenburg 171,519.50
Hitchcock County 64,541.90
Imperial 179,132.75
Lexington 130,879.22
North Platte 56,282.00
OgallalaKeith Ca, 160,062.63
Oshkosh 11,113.94
Overton 33,597.29
Oxford 94,803.35
Red Willow Co. 104,387.94
Scottsbluff 251,209.49
\Wauneta 21,665.75
Total 1,599,795.88

For more info contact:

Dave Honz
Department of
Economic
Development

402-471-3763




Business

Transfer

Program
Encourages

Succession

Planning

BECA GRANT BENEFITS EIGHT COMMUNITIES

The communities of Bloomfield, Center, Creighton, Crofton, Niobrara, Santee,
Verdigre and Wausa participated in a Business Transfer program funded in part by a Build-

ing Entrepreneurial Communities grant.

Led by Ms. Amy Salmen-Thomas, former Assistant Director to the Nebraska Busi-

ness Develoment Center at Wayne State College, the program covered:
1 The basic concept of business succession

How to set personal and financial goals

How to assess the current value of a business

The steps to develop a transition plan

Who the advisory team should be and how to assemble it, and
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How to examine funding options..

The program featured a panel of business owners including one with a business in
transition and those who had recently completed successful business transfers. Of the 25
workshop participants, five expressed interest in developing transition plans and subse-
quently will receive assistance for a year. The Knox County Development Agency will con-
tact alumni with information about these potential business opportunities.

Realizing that several business owners in the county were approaching retirement
age, this seminar was created to bring soon-to-be retiring business owners together with
younger residents interested in acquiring businesses. Business transfer also offers an op-
portunity to retain or attract young families while keeping vital services in the region.

For more information on this program, contact Knox County Development
Agency knoxcodevelopment@gpcom.net.

The purpose of the Knox County Development Agency will be to act as a coordine
education and service organization to foster, promote, encourage, develop, resea
lyze, and increase the knowledge, appreciate and practice of economic developm
to help to preserve and enhance the Knox County communities economic growth.
the vote of twihirds of the governmental units, the Agency may perform any other
ernmental service activity undertaking, which at least one participating governmer

is authorized to perform.

Read other Building Entrepreneurial Communities Act and
Agricultural Innovation and Value  -Added Agriculture
success stories on our website:

www.ruralnebraska.info



0O AW, NUTS!

Heartl and Nut sprofit pfrodde-ovened icopperativef o r
whose members produce high-quality cultivar black walnuts or northern pecan
nuts. According to their website, their black walnuts taste better because they
oOharvest the nuts at | usti thehi®mediately h t
hull, wash and dry them to retain th
Prior to the formation of the cooperative, small independent producers

St
roi

found the high costs of processing machinery and demand for large quantities of
nuts from buyers prohibitive. The collective pooling, processing and marketing of
nut products through the cooperative have allowed members to expand marketing
efforts for their high quality nuts.

With assistance from an Agricultural Innovation and Value-Added Agricul-
ture grant, the cooperative remodeled its Valparaiso facility and purchased equip-
ment to improve processing efficiency and eliminate production bottlenecks.

They added equipment for nutshell grinding, providing another possible revenue
source for cooperative members. Ground shell products are used as soft abrasive,
blasting media, and bio fuels expanding marketing potential for the membership.

The remodeled facility has encouraged more walk-in traffic and raised sales.
The purchased equipment has made harvesting and processing nut products less
labor intensive leading to decreasing production costs and increasing profitability.

Marketing continues to be a challenge as the cooperative strives to create
a niche market for a superior nut product and they are beginning to market in
states neighboring Nebraska.

To |l earn more about Heartl and Nut

www.heartlandnutsnmore.com




Nebraska Rural
Development Commission
1101 Halligan Drive #10
North Platte, NE 69101

Linda Fettig
Executive Director

Phone and cell:
308-380-4966
Fax: 308-749-2223

E-mail:
Linda.Fettig@nebraska.gov

Sandi Kaskie
Assistant to the Director

Phone: 308-535-8018
Fax: 308-535-8019

E-mail:
Sandra.Kaskie@nebraska.go

We’re on the Web:

www.ruralnebraska.info

NEBRASKA RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

The Rural Development Commission
advocates for effective development
in rural Nebraska.

The Nebraska Rural Development Commission is a voice for
rural communities in the creation of laws, policies, and other
initiatives that affect economic, civic, and social conditions and
foster cooperation and understanding among all agencies and
organizations, public and private.

The Nebraska Rural Development Commission helps commu-
nities and businesses maximize opportunities by improving ac-
cess to capital and resources, markets, products, and business

expertise (mentoring) as well as social and cultural resources.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Oct. 12—Columbus Day—RDC office closed

Oct. 20-22—Nebraska Travel Conference—Norfolk

Oct. 24—"From Recipe to Reality’’ seminar—Scottsbluff
Nov. | —DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS

Nov. 5—RDC meeting—Kearney

Nov. 6—Governor’s Conference on Rural Development —
Kearney

Nov. | | —Veteran’s Day—RDC office closed

Nov. | 7—Outback Regional Group meet-

ing—Bassett

Nov. 26—Thanksgiving—RDC office closed —
Jan. 7—RDC meeting and Senatorial Brief- /K
ing—Lincoln

Feb. 24—Marketplace—Kearney




