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NEW COMMISSIONERS WELCOMED  

   

 The recent announcement of Kerry Winterer 
as CEO of Health and Human Services has filled one of 

two vacant seats on the Rural Development Commission. 

 Kerry assumed his new duties July 13.  He has a 

bachelorõs degree in psychology from the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln and graduated from Columbia Univer-

sity School of Law in New York.  In 1999, Kerry was 

named Nebraskaõs Champion of Small Business by the 

Nebraska Business Development Council.   He has 

served on various community organizations boards, in-

cluding United Way, Boy Scouts of America, and the Heart-

land Family Service. 

 The second vacant seat will be filled by Maxine Moul  as she begins 

her new position as State Director of USDA-Rural Develop-

ment.   Maxineõs long and prestigious career in Nebraska in-

cludes previously serving as Lt. Governor, Director of the 

Nebraska Department of Economic Development, President 

of Nebraska Community Foundation and EndowNebraska 

Coordinator. She and her husband also founded Maverick 

Media in Syracuse.   She is a graduate of the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln with a degree in journalism. 

 The legislature added a seat to the Commission and 

reserved it for the Nebraska Historical Society. Michael 

Smith , Director/Chief Executive Officer of the Nebraska State Historical Soci-

ety since 2006, is the newest member of the Commission.   

An Illinois native, Smith holds Masterõs degrees in Manage-

ment and American History. Before coming to Nebraska 

he served as President/CEO of the American Textile His-

tory Museum in Lowell, Mass. Previously,  he was Execu-

tive Director of the Tennessee Historical Commission, 

Putnam Museum of History and Natural Science in Daven-

port, Iowa, and Buffalo, New York Museum of Science, as 

well as President of the American Association for State 

and Local History, and Deputy Director for the Michigan 

Historical Museum. 
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RDC COMMISSION MEETS IN OGALLALA  

 The RDC held its regularly scheduled meeting in August at the Ogallala Court House  

with several special guests, including Senators Hansen and, Schilz,.  Senator Stuthman, the RDCõs 

legislative representative, also was in attendance.  The meeting was preceded by a special interim 

review of the Agricultural Innovation and Value-Added, and the Building Entrepreneurial grant 

programs.  The interim information will be updated and shared 

with all senators in the RDC annual report.   

 Lori and  Pat Gamet (5 Trails Winery in Paxton) shared 

their VAA success story about their new winery and how the grant 

program has impacted their business and the Paxton community. 

They spoke about future business plans, the opportunities for 

other grape producers, and proudly announced they had just re-

ceived award notifications for three of their wines. 

 New RDC commissioners, Steve Ausdemore and Kerry 

Winter attended and were welcomed to the Commission. 

 Meeting highlights included presentations on the Rusty Bucket 
evaluation of local economies, a recap of a study on people relocating 

to Nebraska, NCIP Leadership Challenge information, and a look at 

another stateõs broadband mapping and redundancy program.  Busi-

ness included the passage of the Commissionõs legislative plan. 

 The Commission also announced the First Annual òRural Ne-

braska Viewsó photo contest which will run through November 20. 

See page 3 for the òRural Nebraska Viewsó photo contest rules and 

more information.  RDC meeting minutes can be found at 

www.ruralnebraska.info.   

 

 The next scheduled RDC meeting is Nov. 5 in Kearney. 


