EXTREME ENTREPRENEURS

Proving that entrepreneurship i
brother and sister Brett and Ash-
ley Nunnenkamp entitled their
project OEXxtreme Entrepreneurso
and set out to create two new
yearround businesses on their
family farm near Sutton.

Brett, a University of Ne-
braska& Lincoln student when he
received his grant, is the owner
and operator of the Pumpkin Patch
which sells more than 50 varieties
of pumpkins and gourds, including
unusual varieties (blue and tan
pumpkins) and more than 20 varieties of traditional orange pumpkins. He al
features home decorations and floral arrangements made by his sister, Ash
Ashley, owner and operator of the Blossom Barn, was 16 at the time of the
grant award and is the youngest applicant to receive an Agricultural Innovat prove

Two students

and ValueAdded Agriculture grant. creativity ano
The pair of businesses began as an FFA project for Brett. Growing
. . : e : : . hard work
pumpkins continued the diversification of the family farm which already in-
cluded corn, soybeans, and al falf can make
floral business. dreams a
Brett used his newly acquired education to employ techniques, such reality.

integrated pest management which minimizes pesticide usage. He controls
product bruising by hand harvesting all the pumpkins.

Ashley sells her floral arrangements locally and the recently con-
structed greenhouse has allowed her to become a supplier to florists in the
region.

The first grant helped construct the greenhouse, expand the pumpki
facility, develop websites for both businesses, and develop curriculum and
tours. A second grant award further expanded the pumpkin facility adding
equipment to turn a seasonal business into a fpoocessing plant.

As the businesses
¥ continue expanding and of-
= fering more locallkbased
. services and products, they
also are creating employ-
| ment opportunities in the
== Sutton area. For additional
- information, contact Brett
Nunnenkamp at

e WWW.thecountrypumpkin
.com.




