WOODY FLORALS

The term Afl
brings to mind a lovely bouquet of
_ flowers, but an enterprising coop-
erative of Nebraska farmers now
market woody florals. The mem-

& bers have farms in central, north-
~ east, and southeast Nebraska
which allows the cooperative to
offer diverse florals. In addition to
their use in the floral industry, the

plants also are grown as buffer strips along
stream banks, in windbreaks and long
snow fences to buffer winds and collect
water.

A brochure illustrates the coopera-
tiveds availability
cardinal dogwood, curly willow, scarlet
curls willow, yellow twig dogwood, red twig
dogwood, flame willow and pussy willow.
Educating the floral industry about the
availability and use of the woody florals has {}
been one focus of the Agricultural Innova- =
tion and Value-Added Agriculture grant
awarded to the cooperative.

An earlier VAA grant helped the co-
operative secure and remodel a warehouse
building. The cooperative then invested its
own funds in coolers and other equipment ,
as well as modifications to the warehouse.
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To learn more about Woody
Florals, go to
www.nebraskawoodyflorals.com
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