
  Tourism  is Nebraskaôs third-largest industry.  To encourage planned development and 

growth, the Nebraska Department of Economic Development Travel and Tourism Division offers 

TARGET (Tourism Assessment Resource Growth Evaluation Team) a free tourism evaluation 

program. The objective of TARGET is to help Nebraskaôs rural communities: 

¶ Develop and market tourism potential 

¶ Realize opportunities  

¶ Celebrate strengths  

¶ Improve weaknesses 

¶ Capitalize on tourism potential 

 A TARGET committee of individuals, groups and organizations interested in promoting 

and developing the community and/or regionôs tourism potential is formed. This group completes 

the TARGET Community Evaluation Form to objectively review their communityôs past, present 

and future tourism efforts and issues. After the evaluation is completed, the Divisionôs TARGET 

program coordinator sets up a site-visit with local officials and residents to give them the oppor-

tunity to show off their community and see it through the eyes of nonresidents . 

 After the site-visit, the TARGET program coordinator provides a detailed written report 

outlining tourism marketing and development strategies officials can implement to better capital-

ize on local and regional tourism attractions, events, services and facilities. The report also in-

cludes an extensive list of funding and technical assistance resources that may be used to de-

velop and market current and future tourism projects and ideas. To access this guide on the 

Nebraska Travel and Tourismôs web site, go to  http://industry.visitnebraska.org. Click on 

ñIndustry Reportsò and then Tourism Development & Marketing Resources Guide. 

 TARGET Community Evaluation Forms are available on the Nebraska Tourism Divi-

sionôs  web site. Click on the ñCommunity Evaluation Formò link at the top of the Web site page 

for a PDF version.  

 For more information on this free program or to become a TARGET community, contact 

Micheal Collins at: Micheal.collins@Nebraska.gov or call 

Toll-free: 877.632.7275  
Office: 402.471.3795  
Cell: 402.432.1384  
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 Jenna Zeorian, La Vista, took this picture at Valaõs Pumpkin Patch  near Gretna to earn a second 

place in the Rural Nebraska Views photo contest. 

 The Rural Development Commission collaborated with the 

Department of Economic Development Division of Travel and 

Tourism to host an informational booth at the recent Governorôs 

Ag Conference in Kearney sharing highlights of the VAA grant 

program.   

 Look for more information in upcoming months about the 

fall application deadlines for the Building Entrepreneurial Commu-

nities and the Value -Added Agriculture grant programs.  Funding 

has been reduced however there will be grant cycles this fall.  
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St. Cecilia Cathedral Elementary School Omaha  

Saint Margaret Mary School Omaha  

St. Stephen the Martyr School Omaha  

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Elementary School 

Omaha  

Southern Elementary School Blue Springs  

Stoddard Elementary School Beatrice  

Valentine Elementary School Valentine  

 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 Arnold Public School partnered with 

Apple, Inc. to  pioneer a 1 -to -1 laptop ini-

tiative especially unique on a national 

level due to the  size of the 

schoolõs enrollment level.  

According to the Custer 

County Chief , the school 

distributed laptops to every 

high school student begin-

ning in 2006.  The laptop 

initiative has introduced 

new methods and opportu-

nities to the classroom .  For 

example, the school house 

graphics class won one of 

only 38 national Apple Exemplary Program 

awards. Teachers and administrators from 

across Nebraska recently  gathered at Ar-

nold to participate in òApple Daysó, visit 

classrooms and hear presentations from 

students on how they use the laptop pro-

gram and how it has helped them prepare 

for the future.  

 Chandler View Elementary in Omaha, Red Cloud 

Elementary in Red Cloud and Stuart Public Schools re-

ceived National No Child Left BehindñBlue Ribbon 

Awards for 2009.  The 26 year-old Blue Ribbon Schools 

Program honors public and private elementary, middle 

and high schools that are academically superior or that 

demonstrate dramatic gains in student achievement to 

high levels. In addition to being honored at a ceremony in 

Washington, DC, where each school receives a plaque 

and flag signifying their status, these schools serve as 

national role models..  Stuart Public School was one of 

eight K-12 recipients in the United States. 

  Nebraska recipients of the award from 2003-

2009  include: 

Auburn Middle School Auburn  

Creighton Elementary School 

Creighton  

Creighton High School Creigh-

ton  

Dundee Elementary School 

Omaha  

Emerson Elementary School 

Kearney  

Franklin Elementary School 

Franklin  

Grandview Elementary School Alliance 

Harney Elementary School South Sioux City  

Jefferson Elementary School Norfolk 

Lincoln Elementary School Hastings  

Lincoln Heights Elementary School Scottsbluff  

Mitchell Elementary School Mitchell  

Pinewood Elementary School Omaha  
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