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FEDERAL PRIORITIES

From Tom Vilsack, Secretary of Department of Agriculture

Recognizing that successful rural economic development will occur on a regional basis, USDA
will help regions prepared to pool their resources and talent with grants to develop comprehen-
sive strategic plans designed to promote real growth. USDA will invest rural development pro-
gram resources in a coordinated fashion while helping to identify resources in other federal
agencies in an integrated effort to advance regional development. Six approaches will create
the foundation for growth and opportunity:

- First, expand exports . Agriculture generates wealth and opportunity for the country through a
robust export effort. Agricultural exports represent 9 percent of total American goods exported
despite the fact that agriculture represents about 1 percent of total gross domestic product. We
enjoy a trade surplus in agriculture, and should do all we can to promote expanded exports.

- Second, promote biofuel and renewable energy production . The president instructed his
administration to develop a plan to build a robust biofuel industry and clean energy future for
America. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and the Energy title of the
2008 Farm Bill will provide the resources to carry out these efforts. These investments will lead
to higher incomes for farmers and create more jobs in rural America.

- Third, link local farm production to local consumption . Investments in local processing and

storage facilities will allow for large scale consumers (e.g. schools, hospitals, small colleges) in
rural communities to buy locally produced goods from smaller scale operations. These new and
niche markets will leverage the wealth generated from the land, create jobs and repopulate rural
communities.

- Fourth, bring broadband to rural America . Access to broadband Internet empowers farmers
and ranchers to make real time marketing decisions to improve their bottom line. At the same
time, broadband enables small businesses in rural communities to extend markets from local to
global. To rapidly build up broadband infrastructure, USDA will commit $2.5 billion in grants and
loans through the ARRA to providers of broadband services.

- Fifth, capitalize on outdoor recreation. Rural America is home to many of America's natural
wonders. Hunting, fishing, hiking and other outdoor recreational activities in those landscapes
represent real economic opportunity. For example, each year there are 175 million visitors to our
national forests.

- Sixth, take full advantage of ecosystem markets . Markets that exist for water, wetlands
preservation, carbon and habitat enhancements will expand in the future representing new in-
come and investment opportunities for rural America. USDA recently ramped up its Ecosystem

Markets Office to assist in helping farmers and investors take full advantage of these opportuni-
ties.
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RURAL NEBRASKA VIEWS

Rural Nebraska Views highlight this month is the winner of the Youth Division. Taylor Zeorian attends
ElImwood -Murdock Public High School and says photography is one of her favorite hobbies. She is the re-
cipient of first, second and third place in the Youth Division. Watch future editions of the newsletter to see
her other winning entries and | earn more about

The front -page article by Secretary Vilsack echoes the Nebraska Legislatures emphasis on regional or
collaborative efforts for rural development. Both the Agricultural Opportunities and Value -Added Agricul-
ture and the Building Entrepreneurial Communities programs require cooperative efforts or projects that
impact more than just the applicant. See Page 3 for a list of the current grant recipients and a summary
of proposed projects. The Rural Development Commission anticipates another application cycle for both
programs this fall. Application deadlines have not been determined, but will be announced in the news-
letter and through news releases once the 2011 budget is determined. Grant application workshops will
be made available about a month prior to the application deadline. Now is the time to begin building the
coalitions or cooperative efforts for proposed projects and grant applications. If you have questions
about eligible activities or applicants, feel free to call me and discuss your ideas.
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