
 Senators and staff joined the RDC for a luncheon briefing, January 7th.  
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    With the advent of the 

new year, comes a new 

look for the RDC news-

letter.  

   We hope the format 

makes it easier for you 

to follow all the success 

stories about grant re-

cipients, news about 

grant programs, infor-

mation of special interest 

to rural Nebraska, and 

updates from the Com-

mission.                                                           

   We also are working 

on  improving the grant 

application and admini-

stration processes for 

both programs and wel-

come your suggestions 

or comments.  
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    The recent Rural Nebraska Views photo contest received 129 entries ð118 in the adult category, 

seven in the youth category and four in the elementary category. The RDC thanks everyone who en-

tered.  The exceptionally good photographs showcased Nebraska and made it difficult for judges. The 

winners will be featured throughout the year in the newsletter and a photo gallery of all the entries will 

soon be available on the RDC Web site. Featured this month is the First Place winner in the Adult Cate-

gory, Gerry Baksys, Hickman.  His photo of a rural wedding was taken at Camp Luther near Schuyler.  

Adult Category:  

First Place ðGerry Baksys, Hickman  

Second Place ðJenna Zeorian, La Vista  

Third Place ðLu Ann Schindler, Ewing  

Honorable Mention ðRonnie Reid, Kearney  

Honorable Mention ðGene Himmelberg, Deweese  

Honorable Mention ðSara Nihsen, Omaha  

Youth Category:  

Taylor Zeorian, Manley, was the First Place, Second 

Place, and Third Place winner  

Elementary Category:  

First Place ðKaitlyn Becher, Leigh  

Second Place ðKaitlyn Becher, Leigh  

Third Place ðCassidy Brindisi, Atkinson  
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