
 The Southwest Nebraska RC&D and Michelle and 

Josh Wendell have joined together to combat water shortage 

problems caused by drought and concern about southwestern 

Nebraskansô water use needs exceeding the available supply. 

 The Wendells raise and graze goats that have proven 

effective in removing invasive species of trees and weeds, 

including Russian Olive, Red Cedar, Salt Cedar, Poison Ivy, 

Buck Brush, Kochia Weeds, Sandburs, Leafy Spurge, Poison 

Hemlock and Hounds Tongue.  In its place, native grasses and trees are then allowed to grow and flour-

ish, helping to better control weeds, conserve water and manage soil health which ultimately improves 

the entire ecosystem. 

 With a 2007 VAA grant   the Southwest Nebraska RC&D and Wendells studied the potential  im-

pact of goats in removing Salt Cedar trees and other invasive species along the Republican River ripar-

ian area.   

 One hundred acres of Salt Cedar in the Republican River Drainage area was identified, mapped, 

targeted and measured throughout the year.  The goatsô chewing and digestive process actually de-

stroys seeds, compared with other species that may only redeposit  and ultimately redeposit seeds 

through the elimination process.  Because goats also eat what cattle donôt like, they make good pasture 

mates.  Goatsô natural plant recycling method also creates natural fertilizer and offers an effective non-

chemical control option, which is extremely beneficial for pasture management. 

 Initially, Mrs. Wendell began with 100 goats.  Today, she and her daughter own more than 1,400 

head. Since 2007, the goats have removed invasive plant life from more than 4,000 acres. The goats 

work 365 days a year, removing plants on 2 to 3 acres a day.  Most of their work has been performed in 

Nebraska, but the goats also have assisted with clean up efforts in Wyoming and Colorado. 

 Not unlike chemicals, goats require ñrepeated applicationsò.  ñGoats are not a quick fix, but 

theyôre a great long-term solution é a tremendous tool,ò Mrs. Wendell said.   

 

 

     

  

For  more information on goats and 

their environmentally friendly eating 

habits, contact Michelle Wendell at 

jwendell@nebnet.net 

GOAT GRAZING INSTRUMENTAL IN  

CONSERVATION EFFORTS 
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