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The Nebraska economic indicators included below are the most recent annual
figures available in each category. The tables and graphs generally include ten years
of numbers but the exact years included varies from table to table. A few
explanatory/interpretive comments accompany the numbers and graphs.

I. Employment (Jobs) and Population

Unemployment Rate: Historically, Nebraska has had comparatively low
unemployment rates (Table 1). However, that rate gradually increased in the early
2000s before falling in 2006 and 2007. In 2008 and 2009, the upward trend resumed
as Nebraska responded to the national recession. Although the state unemployment
rate increased notably in 2009, the national rate almost doubled last year (Graph 1).

Table 1. Labor Force, Employment, and Unemployment, Nebraska, 1995 to 2009

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

2009

Labor Force 952,057 956,879 959,363 975,639 985,340 984,705 974,476 983,438 995,131 983,516
Employment 925,898 926,926 923,620 936,736 947,882 946,534 945270 953,769 961,766 938,080
Unemployment 26,159 29,953 35,743 38,903 37,458 38,171 29,206 29,669 33,365 45,437

Rate 2.7 3.1 3.7 4.0 3.8 3.9 3.0 3.0 3.4

4.6

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, July 2010
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Graph 1. Average Annual Unemployment Rates, Nebraska and U.S.

Nebraska and U.S. Annual Unemployment Rates

10.0

9.0 /9
= 8.0 /
g 70
: /
; 6.0 /
g 5.0
> . «—
© 40 _W — 7 —
= Al JAY AT \
£ 30— S N 7
[ A >
S 20 +—

1.0

00 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
—— .S, === Nebraska

Source: USDOL, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2010.

Non-farm Payroll and Manufacturing Jobs: In the 1990s, nonfarm jobs grew in

Nebraska, the Plains States, and the U.S. (Table 2 and Graph 2). Between 2001 and

2003, annual job growth was up and down, then turned steadily positive in Nebraska
between 2004 and 2008, but dipped again in 2009. Manufacturing job growth in the
state, the region, and the nation turned negative in 2001. Even though Nebraska
manufacturing employment has declined, index number calculations indicate that
manufacturing employment has been more stable in this state than in the Plains or

U.S. (Graph 3). The Nebraska goods-producing jobs index declined after 2000 but not

as much as nationally (Graph 4). Interestingly, goods-producing jobs are a higher

percentage of all jobs in the Plain states than in the nation.

Table 2. Total Nonfarm Payroll and Manufacturing Jobs, Nebraska, 2000 to 2009

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Manufacturing 114,300 | 110,800 | 106,000 | 102,300 | 100,654 | 101,500 | 101,620 | 101,266 | 100,485 | 92,626
Total Work Force 914,000 | 919,700 | 911,500 | 914,300 | 922,905 | 935,800 | 946,940 | 962,475 | 972,612 | 947,113

Source: Nebraska Department of Labor, Labor Market Statistics, February 2010

File:bchmrk07, Version 10.0



Graph 2. Total Nonfarm Payroll Jobs Index, Nebraska, Plains States, and U.S.

Total Nonfarm Jobs Payroll Index, Nebraska, Plains States,
and U.S.
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Source: USDOL, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2010. The Plains States include lowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota. The Census Bureau classifies those states as the West North Central
Division.

Graph 3. Manufacturing Employment Index, Nebraska, the Plains States, & U.S.

Manufacturing Employment Index, Nebraska, Plains, and
U.S.
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Graph 4. Goods-Producing Jobs as a Percentage of Total Jobs, Nebraska, the

Plains States, and U.S.

Goods Producing Employment as % of Total , Nebraska Plains
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Source: USDOL, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2010. Goods-producing employment includes natural
resources and mining, construction, and manufacturing jobs. The other all-encompassing category is

Population Change: The U.S. Census Bureau estimated the 2009 Nebraska

service-producing jobs.

population at 1,796,619. Over the last 35 years, the Nebraska population growth rate
has been less than the national rate (Graph 5). From census to census, natural
growth, births exceeding deaths, is a consistent contributor to Nebraska population
growth. But, between 1990 and 2000, migration particularly international migration

contri

buted significantly to the

stateods

2005,0population growth in the Midwest resulted entirely from international migration,
because . . . (the) natural increase was completely offset by domestic outmigration of

mostly

young adultso (USDA, ERS, E I

B #18,

case in Nebraska, but international migration has increasingly contributed to the

stateods

prowghu Talalet 2). dme median age of the population in Nebraska,

the region, and the nation have all increased about equally since 1970 (Graph 6).

File:bchmrk07, Version 10.0

popL

Au g



Graph 5. Percent Change in Population, Nebraska, the Plains States, and U.S.

Population Growth, Nebraska, Plains, and U.S.
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Graph 6. Median Age of the Population, Nebraska and U.S.
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Table 2. Components of Population Change, Nebraska, 1980-90, 1990-00, and 2000-09

Net
Net Internatio Net
End-Year Population Natural  Migrati nal Internal
Period Population Change Births Deaths Change on Migration Migration
2000-2009 1,796,619 85,356 241,832 139,626 102,206 -9,156 31,988 -41,144
1990-2000 1,711,263 132,846 235,210 150,599 84,611 48,234 30,276 -7,386
1980-1990 1,578,417 8,592 255,191 147,680 107,511  -98,947
1980 1,569,825

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2008 Census and estimates, 2010

ll. Income and Earnings

Per Capita Personal Income: Per capita income (PCI) is total income divided by total

population. Since not everyone has an income, PCI is more a measure of economic

well-being than of average income. In 2006, Ne b r ARG Wwaa $34,397, which

ranked 23" in the nation (Graph 7). Nebraska PCI has historically been four to eight

percent points below the national average and a point or two belowt he Pl ai ns & st &
average. In 2009, Nebraska PCI was 97.3 percent of the national average and 100.1

percent of the Plains statesd6 average.

Graph 7. Nebraska Per Capita Income as a Percent of U.S. and Plains States PCI
Nebraska PCl as a % of U.S. and Plains Region PCI
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Source: USDOC, Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2010

Average Annual Pay and Wages: As with PCI, the average annual pay of Nebraska
private sector employees has historically been less than the U.S. average. In 2009,
the average annual pay for all unemployment insurance covered private sector
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employees was $37,310 in Nebraska and $43,460 in the nation. Compared to its 2000
val ue, Nebraskads average annual pay i ndex cc
value in 2009 (Graph 9).

Graph 8. Average Annual Pay, Nebraska and U.S.

Average Annual Pay for All Unemployment Insurance Covered
Employees, Nebraska and the U.S.
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Graph 9. Index of Average Annual Pay, Nebraska and U.S.

Index of Average Annual Pay for Ul Covered Employees,
Nebraska and U.S.
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Within Nebraska, the average annual wage per job has been considerably
hi gher in the stateds met r-mepapdlitartcauntec ount i es t
(Note: the average annual pay per employee came from the U.S. Department of Labor
and the average annual pay per job came from the BEA of the U.S. Department of
Commerce.) In 2007, the estimated average annual pay per job was $37,279 in
metropolitan Nebraska and $29,643 in non-metropolitan counties. Nonetheless, non-
metro wages increased at about the same rate as metro wages (Graph 10).
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Graph 10. Average Wage/Job, Metropolitan & Non-Metro Nebraska

Average Annual Pay Per Job, Metro & Non-Metro Nebraska
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lll. Business Development-Related

New Capital Investment and Invention: Nebraska manufacturers reported making
$1,214,986,000 in new capital investments in 2007. Manufacturing capital investment
per production worker allows a comparison of Nebraska investment with U.S. totals
and broadly shows that manufacturers substitute capital for labor. Through 2002,
Nebraskabds i
Nebraska per worker investment leapt ahead of the Plains and U.S. averages (Graph
11). That surge was temporary as Nebraska investment per worker declined
precipitously in 2004, then rose again in 2006, approaching the national level in 2007.

One

t he past

cause

may

nvest ment

of

have

per worker was wel

Nebraskads comparatively
b ratwely slowhaed Ieavideveloprent ofmewmp a

products. Compared to the number issued per 100,000 persons in the other Plains
states and the U.S., the number of new patents issued in Nebraska has been low 1
10.7 in 2008 in Nebraska compared to 25.5 nationally (Graph 12).
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Graph 11. New Manufacturing Industry Capital Investment Per Production

Worker, Nebraska, the Plains States, and U.S.

Cap Inv/Prod Worker

New Manufacturing Capital Investment Per Production Worker,

Nebraska, PlainsStates, and U.S.
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Graph 12. Number of Patents Per 100,000 Population, Nebraska, the Plains

Source: USDOC, Bureau of the Census, 2010

States, and U.S.

Number of Utility Patents Per 100,000 Population, Nebraska, the
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Graph 12a.Nebr askadés Rank i n Technol
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New Residential Construction and Homeownership: T w o
economy have been new residential construction activity and increasing home

ownership. Since 2001, about three times as many new residential permits were
issued in the metro counties as in the non-metro counties. Recently, the annual

0gy

strengt hs

growth rates for the two county types have diverged significantly (Graph 13). Between
2008 and 2009, the number of new metro housing units increased 12.6 percent, while
the number of non-metro permits declined 39.1 percent. Home construction has been

strong force in the Nebraska economy but weakened in 2005, somewhat anticipating

the subprime mortgage crisis.
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Graph 13. Number of New Housing Units Authorized, Selected Metro and Non-
Metro Counties, Nebraska

Source: Compiled by NDED from USDOC, Bureau of the Census, numbers released in 2010. For this
table, metro counties included Cass, Dakota, Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy, and Washington.

Graph 14. Value of New Residential Housing, Metro and Non-Metro Counties,
Nebraska

Source: Compiled by NDED from USDOC, Bureau of the Census, numbers released in 2010. For this
table, metro counties included Cass, Dakota, Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy, and Washington.
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