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SELECTED CURRENT ECONOMIC INDICATORS FOR NEBRASKA 
 

The following graphs and tables provide monthly values for selected 

Nebraska economic indicators.  Because of differences in  release dates and 

revisions of preliminary figures, some numbers are more òcurrentó than others. 
 

Value of Monthly Nebraska Exports and Imports 
 

November ï The U.S. Census Bureau reported that Nebraskaôs November 2011 exports 
were down 12.3 percent compared to October 2011 and were up 32.8 percent compared 
to November 2010.  The Bureau reported that 75 percent of those exports were 
manufactured commodities; 22 percent non-manufactured commodities; and the 
remainder re-exports. 

 

 
 

Nebraska Origin of Movement of Merchandise Exports in Millions of Dollars 

 
Change from Previous Month 

 

Change from Same Month of 
Previous Year 

Month 2008 2009 2010 2011 
 

2008 2009 2010 2011 

Jan 14.7% -0.2% -8.0% 8.1% 
 

24.7% -19.3% 23.2% 33.0% 

Feb 14.3% 9.7% 19.1% 6.8% 
 

34.2% -22.5% 33.7% 19.3% 

Mar 11.4% 25.2% 14.1% 22.3% 
 

27.6% -12.9% 21.8% 27.9% 

Apr 14.0% 3.5% -4.8% 1.1% 
 

58.5% -20.9% 12.1% 35.8% 

May -11.3% -3.7% 7.3% 1.3% 
 

25.9% -14.1% 24.8% 28.2% 

Jun -8.7% -1.6% -8.5% -11.7% 
 

35.2% -7.5% 16.1% 23.7% 

Jul 3.3% -4.0% -5.7% 3.4% 
 

51.3% -14.0% 14.1% 35.6% 

Aug -9.3% -5.1% -5.5% 4.4% 
 

21.9% -10.0% 13.6% 49.8% 

Sep -3.5% -9.4% 3.8% -11.8% 
 

30.2% -15.6% 30.3% 27.2% 

Oct 22.2% 25.5% 20.6% 24.7% 
 

28.1% -13.3% 25.2% 31.5% 

Nov -24.8% 0.8% -13.2% -12.3% 
 

-1.0% 16.2% 7.8% 32.8% 

Dec -17.1% -4.8% 0.0% 
  

-7.2% 33.6% 13.2% 
 Source:  U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Foreign Trade Division, January 

2012 
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 In March 2010, the Census Bureau began releasing monthly import values by state.  In 
November 2011, Nebraskaôs estimated imports rose 9.8 percent compared to November 2010.  
Census categorizes state imports as manufactured or non-manufactured commodities.  Through 
November 2011, 92 percent of Nebraskaôs imports were manufactured goods; the remainder 
were non-manufactured goods. 
 

 
 

General Imports of Manufactured and Non-Manufactured Goods, Nebraska, Not 
Seasonally Adjusted: By Month 

 
2008 2009 2010 2011 

Change 
'08-'09 

Change 
'09-'10 

Change 
'10-'11 

January $264.7 $243.5 $193.4 $264.9 -8.0% -20.6% 37.0% 

February 275.9 235.2 223.2 244.7 -14.8% -5.1% 9.6% 

March 258.0 253.9 266.9 290.0 -1.6% 5.1% 8.7% 

April  271.6 234.0 246.3 273.1 -13.8% 5.3% 10.9% 

May 263.9 196.6 250.2 337.7 -25.5% 27.3% 35.0% 

June 292.5 224.7 251.9 277.8 -23.2% 12.1% 10.3% 

July 273.2 217.9 235.1 275.2 -20.2% 7.9% 17.1% 

August 281.1 222.6 259.9 310.5 -20.8% 16.8% 19.5% 

September 309.9 221.1 231.9 292.8 -28.7% 4.9% 26.3% 

October 278.1 241.6 242.4 302.3 -13.1% 0.3% 24.7% 

November 238.9 209.4 244.9 268.9 -12.3% 17.0% 9.8% 

December 248.8 205.1 254.8 
 

-17.6% 24.2% 
 Annual $3,256.6 $2,705.6 $2,900.9 $3,137.9       

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Foreign Trade Division, January 2012 

In millions of dollars.  Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) shipments are included in the U. S. total and distributed 
among individual states and territories.  Separate FTZ total line is for reference only.  Details may not 
equal totals due to rounding.  (X) Not applicable.  
(-) Represents zero or less than 0.05 percent. 
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Average Hourly Earnings 

 

¶ November ï At $16.64 per hour, state manufacturing sector production worker average 
hourly earnings fell 0.9 percent compared to the October 2011 level.  Overall, Nebraska 
manufacturing hourly earnings were higher in 2011 than in 2010. 

 

 
 

Change in Average Hourly Earnings in Manufacturing by Month, Nebraska 

 
Change from Previous Month 

 

Change from Same Month of 
Previous Year 

Month 2008 2009 2010 2011   2008 2009 2010 2011 

Jan -2.9% 0.8% 0.5% 0.9% 
 

-0.9% 5.4% 0.6% 3.0% 

Feb -0.8% 1.1% 1.2% -0.1% 
 

-2.0% 7.5% 0.6% 1.7% 

Mar 0.7% 0.6% -0.7% 1.5% 
 

-2.0% 7.3% -0.7% 3.9% 

Apr 0.3% -0.6% 0.6% -0.2% 
 

-1.1% 6.5% 0.4% 3.1% 

May -0.2% 1.4% 0.6% -0.9% 
 

-2.4% 8.1% -0.3% 1.5% 

Jun 1.7% 2.4% 0.2% 1.0% 
 

0.1% 8.9% -2.5% 2.3% 

Jul -0.1% -1.6% -0.5% 0.6% 
 

0.3% 7.2% -1.3% 3.4% 

Aug 3.9% -0.1% 0.2% -0.3% 
 

5.3% 3.0% -1.0% 2.9% 

Sep -1.8% -1.3% 0.7% 1.0% 
 

2.9% 3.5% 1.1% 3.2% 

Oct -1.5% -2.4% 0.4% 0.1% 
 

1.2% 2.5% 4.0% 2.9% 

Nov 1.5% 1.7% -0.1% -0.9% 
 

2.5% 2.7% 2.3% 2.0% 

Dec 0.8% -0.9% -0.6% 
 

  1.6% 0.9% 2.6% 
 Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, January 2012 
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Personal Income 
 
 
Third Quarter, 2011 ï Nebraskaôs personal income grew three times as fast as the national or 
Plains region personal income in the third quarter of 2011.  The stateôs third quarter growth rate 
was 0.3 percent compared to national and regional growth rates of 0.1 percent. 
 

 
 

 

Quarter-to-Quarter Change in Personal Income, Nebraska, Plains States, and U.S. 
  2010:I 2010:II 2010:III 2010:IV 2011:I 2011:II 2011:III 

United States -0.9% 1.6% 1.1% 1.0% 2.1% 0.9% 0.1% 

Plains 0.0% 1.3% 2.0% 1.1% 1.8% 1.0% 0.1% 

Nebraska -0.8% 1.9% 2.6% 1.0% 1.7% 1.3% 0.3% 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, December 2011 
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Number and Value of New Housing Unit Permits 

 
¶ November ï The number of residential units for which new building permits were issued 

in November 2011 was 34.9 percent above the October 2011 level. The value of permits 
in November was only 3.4 percent above the October level, but 23.5 percent above the 
November 2010 level. 

 

 
 
 
 

Change in Number of New Residential Units for Which Building 
Permits Were Issued, Nebraska 

 
Change from: 

  Previous Month 
Same Month of Previous 

Year 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2009 2010 2011 

Jan -31.8% -31.6% -54.7% -70.6% 8.5% -34.7% 

Feb -3.0% 66.2% 27.7% -19.6% 86.0% -49.9% 

Mar 59.1% 9.7% 78.9% -20.3% 28.3% -18.3% 

Apr 77.2% 53.3% 40.7% -21.0% 11.0% -25.0% 

May 11.2% -31.8% 18.8% 3.8% -31.9% 30.6% 

Jun 5.6% 19.7% -1.7% -9.1% -22.8% 7.3% 

Jul -9.1% -30.4% -15.3% -10.3% -41.0% 30.6% 

Aug -15.5% 39.1% 9.4% -0.2% -2.9% 2.7% 

Sep -18.9% -12.8% 49.6% -56.5% 4.5% 76.2% 

Oct -1.8% 46.2% -40.9% -25.9% 55.5% -28.8% 

Nov -20.5% -37.3% 34.9% 16.0% 22.5% 53.3% 

Dec 1.6% -18.4% 
 

8.2% -1.6% 
 Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Construction Statistics Division, January 

2012 
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Change in the Value of New Residential Building Permits Issued, 
Nebraska 

 
Change from: 

 
Previous Month Same Month of Previous Year 

Month 2011 2010 2009 2011 2010 2009 

Jan -32.2% -19.1% -27.6% -34.9% 57.0% -65.3% 

Feb 27.2% 19.7% -45.5% -44.3% 95.1% -23.9% 

Mar 86.2% 62.1% 62.6% -14.5% 46.0% -24.0% 

Apr 21.6% 53.5% 69.5% -26.0% 33.6% -31.2% 

May 16.0% 26.6% -11.7% 25.6% -27.9% -1.4% 

Jun -9.7% 3.9% -8.7% -11.2% -11.4% 12.2% 

Jul -12.3% -7.6% 14.6% 9.7% -31.9% -9.5% 

Aug 18.8% -8.4% -22.7% 6.2% -8.7% 7.2% 

Sep 15.1% -14.8% 37.1% 26.8% 3.3% -33.4% 

Oct -23.5% -4.0% -6.0% -15.4% 23.4% -32.0% 

Nov 3.4% -27.4% -58.3% 23.5% 20.2% 18.5% 

Dec 
 

-1.3% -16.8% 
 

-22.4% 40.6% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Construction Statistics Division, January 

2012 

 



Nebraska Department of Economic Development -- 1/23/2012 7 

Monthly Lodging Tax Collections 
 
 

¶ November ï In November 2011, county lodging tax collections increased from November 
2010 by 9.2 percent.  Overall, 2011 lodging tax collections have roughly equaled 2010 
collections. 
 

 
 

Total Monthly Lodging Tax Collections by Nebraska Counties* 

Month 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

January $611,509 $704,790 $760,627 $725,026 $761,223 $737,343 

February 692,940 736,901 868,335 766,705 836,941 840,195 

March 829,438 919,805 1,031,444 953,037 1,102,610 1,106,253 

April 803,457 899,938 987,421 977,969 1,086,271 1,127,781 

May 1,010,256 1,197,629 1,273,924 1,196,384 1,284,819 1,221,110 

June 1,325,993 1,562,247 1,639,552 1,620,720 1,775,302 1,828,864 

July 1,184,686 1,295,982 1,566,050 1,452,862 1,585,577 1,557,840 

August 1,162,012 1,272,119 1,361,999 1,313,400 1,465,645 1,513,750 

September 1,051,332 1,240,786 1,267,668 1,302,528 1,417,887 1,471,135 

October 1,034,399 1,114,841 1,173,889 1,115,634 1,213,275 1,328,721 

November 763,459 857,405 886,180 829,081 942,553 1,029,146 

December 716,318 714,162 784,461 767,324 845,697 
 Total $11,185,798 $12,516,607 $13,601,551 $13,020,670 $14,317,801 NA 

Source: Nebraska Department of Revenue, January 2012 
*The state deducts a 3% processing fee before it remits these lodging tax collections back to the 
counties/cities. 
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Monthly Consumer Price Index (a national economic statistic) 
 

¶ December ï The unadjusted U.S. CPI fell 0.2 percent in December 2011 from November 
2011; the Midwest CPI also fell 0.2 percent from its November level.  However, both were 
higher than a year earlier. 

 

 
 

 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, January 19, 2012 

http://www.bls.gov/

