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Cosmopolitan to Cowboys: Lincoln to Ogallala

This tour will take you on an amazing Old West and ipneer journey across
Nebraska along Interstate 8Gand a few points north and south Sodon your cowboy
hat and boots start your engine, and headff for a truly spectacular excursionwest
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Begin your tour in Lincoln.

Fort Western Outfitter & The Fort Frontier, 5601 South 58 Street, 402421-3678, is
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A short drive north of Lincoln takes you toJames Arthur Vineyards 2001 West
Raymond Road, 402Z783-5255, in Raymond. The winery features a wine tasting
room, gift shop and peaceful hiking trailsAlso in Raymond experience eeryday life
at a certified organic farm atBranched Oak Farm17015 Northwest 70t Street, 402
783-2124. An onfarm store sells food and products grown directly on the farm.

York (1 hour west of Lincoln on Interstate 80 , Exit 353)
The big balloon tells you that you are nearing York. This community of just over
8,000 offers an outstanding array of restaurants and fadbod facilities. But it is best
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destination? and for good reason huge portions at reasonable rates and good food
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an outstanding Sunday bunch? a treat worth fasting for.
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Aurora (30 minutes west of York on Interstate 80 , Exit 332)

Aurora is a charming community with two outstanding attractions: ThePlainsman

Museum, 210 16t Street, 402-694-6531, and theEdgerton Explorit Center 208 16h

Street, 402-694-4032. The Plainsman Museum offers Nebraska history under one

roof. A sod house, Pony Express station, car collection and an outstanding doll

collection are featured in the facility. Agrelated exhibits and equipment also are on

display. Next door, the Edgerton Explorit Center is dedicated to Aurora native

(AOT T A O$1 Aéde inwdn®A 6 GHe Tstrobe light. The Explorit Center
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Grand Island (40 minutes west of York on Interstate 80 , Exit 312 North)

Visit Grand Island and experience pioneer life at th&tuhr Museum of the Prairie
Pioneer (junction of Highways 34 and 281, 4 miles north of Interstate 80 308-385-
5316, which is one of the top 10 living histoy museums in the country. You can
walk through a 1890s railroad town, push a handcart on the Mormon Trail, have a
better understanding of American Indians at the Pawnee Earth Lodge, or explore the
birth cottage of Oscarwinning actor Henry Fonda.The Stuhr Museum Gift Shop
offers fantastic souvenirs and gifts.

If you have a little extra time, headnorthwest of Grand Island onHighway 2
(Sandhills Journey Scenic Bywaynorth on Highway 183,and east on Highway 91to
Calamus Reservoir(six miles northwest of Burwell) in the heart of the immense
Sandhills. The Sandhills is a unique formation to Nebraska; it is the only grass
stabilized sand dunes in the Western Huisphere, and definitely worth thevisit.
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Calamus Oultfitters 16 miles northwest of Burwell

on Highway 96, 308346-4697. This cow/calf

operation offers cattle drives, brandings and

calving season experiences, as well as trail rides

through the majestic SandhillsTake part in one of
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friends can enjoy a leisurely float down the
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something you can tell your friends back home

about! When you return, nake sure you stay for a delicious pitchfork steak supper.
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Calamus Reservoir

Return to Grand Island via Highway91, 18 and2.

Hastings (35 minutes south of Grand Island on Highway 281 , Exit 312 South)

The Hastings Museum of Natural and Cultural History 1330 North Burlington

Avenue 402-461-4629, has one of the best natural history collections in the region,
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and pioneer towns.
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Hey KoolAid! KoolAid: Discover the Dreans an interactive exhibit that tells the
o00iou 1T &£ OEA AEOOE 1T &# 1T1TA T &£ 'i AOEAAGO
replicas, a fiberoptic river of Kool-Aid, interactive kiosks, and the original KoclAid

Man costume help to tell the story.

The Groundwater Discovery Adventurteaches visitors about the Ogallala Aquifer (a
large underground water reserve located underneath the Great Plains region) and
the importance of groundwater to the settlement and development of the central
plains. Some displag in this exhibit include a floorto-ceiling mural of a prairie
landscape, paleontology dig areas, a simulated spring that bubbles from the Ogallala
Aquifer and through a raised stream into the room, a walking bridge, teepees and an
1857 log cabin. An inteactive water display allows visitors to dam water in a
stream, lift gates to irrigate crop areas, and divert the stream to flood a miniature
town.

7EEI A OEAOAhJM MéDorald PldheafiumBigo Aocatedat the museum
is the Lied Super ScreenTheater. Documentary and fullength feature films are
shown on the fivestory high screen to provide anncredible viewing experience!

Gibbon (50 minutes north of Hastings on Highway 281 and west on Interstate

80, Exit 285)

The George Spencer Vineyard and Tasting Roonil55 Pawnee Road308-468-
5612, is a central Nebraska treasure that features internationally acclaimed
Nebraska wines. Wine tasting, vineyard tours and gift shop are yours to enjoy.

Minden (35 minutes south of Gi bbon on Highway 10C, west on Interstate 80
and south on Highway 10, Exit 279 )

Minden is home to the worldfamous Harold Warp Pioneer Village (12 miles south

of Interstate 80 at junction of Highways 6/34 and 10)800-445-4447. Twenty-Six
buildings, including a sod house, oneoom school, Pony Express station, depot,
general store and an 1884 church make up the village. It is home to the oldest
existing Buick and 350 other antique autos, 20 historic aircraft, 100 vintage tractors,
guns, motorcycles, snowmobes, boats, buggies, trains and trolleys. The historic
crafts of spinning, weaving and broormmaking are demonstrated for visitors year
round.

Kearney (30 minutes west of Minden on Highway 6,
north on Highway 44 )

Relive the history of western migration and transportation
at The Great Platte River Road Archway Monumen877-
511-¢ x ¢t 8 , 1T AAT 1 Uhe RBicHpxTT T AODI
Nebraska is complete without a stop at the only tourist
attraction in America located over a éderal interstate
highway. Built to commemorate thewestward expansion of [
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Indian habitants, the Mormon, Oregon and California Trailsand the pioneers who
traveled these early routes.

Other exhbits highlight the expansion of the railroad that founded many Nebraska
towns, the Overland Stagecoach and Pony Express, the Lincoln Highway, as well as
and modern marvels, such as the telegraph and fiber optics. You will learn about the
history of transportation and communication along the famous Platte River Road
through magnificent interactive exhibits and stunning audio/visual effects.(0Che
Archdalso includes agift shop.

See Nebraska in a whole new way at thigluseum of Nebraska Ar(fMONA), 2401
Central Avenue, 308-865-8559, which features works of art that highlight Nebraska
and the Great Plains in 11 exciting galleries. This impressive museum is housed in a
1911 Renaissance revival historic post office that is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places. In addition to works by great artists, such as George Catlin, Robert
Henri, J. Laurie Wallace, Grant Reynard, and John Falter, MONA boasts an original
collection of works by John J. Audubon that focuses on indigenous Nebraska wildlife.

The MOOAOI 60 DPAOI AT AT O AT 11 AAGETT ETAI OAAO 11 ¢
regional, national and international importance, prints and a number of impressive

rotating collections. Visitors can relax and stroll outdoors through the Cliff Hillegass

Sculpture Garden and browse through the museum shop for that perfect gift.

For the nature lover, be sure to stop at A A A BAGHyhway 30, 308237-7999, in
Kearneyp OEA O71 O1 A6O &1 OAI 1T 60 /1 O6O0ATTO | OOEEDO,
Nebraska store; the original  in Sidney.

Stock up on handmade Native American jewelry, Black Hills gold and other western
gifts at Stage Coach310 39 Avenue, 308234-3313.

Lexington ( 40 minutes west of Kearney on Interstate 80 , Exit 237)

Lexington boasts two wineries> - A A©@réek Vineyards and Winery43315 Road

757 (.5 mile north on Highway 21),308-324-0440, andMillenium Wines Vineyard

(4.5 miles south of Interstate 80 on Highway 288 308-324-6094. So make sure you
take time to sample their excellent Nebraskgroduced wines and tour the

vineyards and production facilities.

If you have time, drive 7 miles south of Lexington tqlohnson Lakefor some
relaxation and quiet time enjoying nature and listening to thecalming waves hitting

the shoreline. Or you might be more adventurous and try your hand at boating,

water skiing, tubing or swimming. Make sure you stop by- AAT 6 O , 20A 01 00O
Bullhead Expressway Drive No. 28, 30885-2298, for a delicious hamburger platter

over a stellar view of Johnson Lake
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North Platte (1 hour west of Lexington on Interstate 80 , Exit 177)

North Platte? birthplace of the roded Colonel

7TEI T EAI &8 O"OA&ZEAIT "EIT106 #1AL
North Platte where he originated the rodeo. His

ranch, Buffalo Bill State Historical Parkc¢ w¢ p 3 AT 008 O
Rest Ranch Road (Highwa83 north to Highway 30,

west two miles, north on Buffalo Bill Avenue),308-

535-8035, is the focal point of the city. You can tour

his house, as well as his beautify maintained

historic barn.

Buffalo Bill SHP

Feel like a kid again and enjoy a spectacular viewbfl ET 1T  O0AAEAEA 2 AEIl Ol A
Yarde OEA x1T Ol AGO 1 AOCA OO »CiArk atdp thd dstork GoldénOE /EE A A OF
Spike Tower and Visitor Center1249 Homestead RoadB08-532-4729. The 95foot

tall tower and visitor center feature an enclosed 360 degree view of all the action

below, historical and regional railroad memorabilia, and a gift shop where yooan

purchase that special gift for yourailroad enthusiast.

Conveniently located at the intesection of Interstate 80 and Highway 83Fort Cody

Trading Post 308532-ytwph EO i1 A i &£ OEA OOAOABO | AOCAC
shops. Antiques, leather goods, jewelry, western gifts, novelties, books, clothing, gag

gifts and a variety of other @in gifts and souvenirs can be picked up at Fort Cody. If
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20,000-piece handcarved animateddisplay. Fort Cody is a definite mussee!

If youd Callvays wanted to bring back some bthat Old West charm into your home
or office, now you can atRustic Traditions, 671 Halligan Drive 308-534-5795. Take
home furniture, lamps, pottery, glass, mirrors, and other pieces created in that
unique western flair.

Corral West Ranchwear 308-532-4930, at the Platte River Mall, 100 South Dewey

Street, is your best bet in North Platte for wester gear. So stop by and try on a pair

of cowboy boots and a Stetson hat. You might just find yourself wanting to leave
your car behind and ride off into the sunset on a horse!

Enjoy a delicious dinner, lunchor wine tasting while surrounded by rows of
grapevines atFeather River Vineyards 5700 South East State Farm Road808-534-
1538.

Wellfleet (35 minutes south of North Platte on Highway Dancing Leaf Earth Lodge

83 and east on Opal Springs Road at railroad tracks)

Wellfleet is home to a unique Nebraska attractionDancing
Leaf Earth Lodge and Cultural Learning Cente6100 East
Opal Springs Road, 30863-4233. You will experience




